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MRS. ELEANOR ROOSEVELT waits at convention microphone as AFL-CIO Sec. 
F, Schnitzler and Pres. George Meany report list of national and international unions that completed 
or surpassed their quotas in AFL-CIO drive for $1 million for Eleanor Roosevelt Cancer Foundation. 


-Treas. William 


Delegates Cheer Passage: 


New Disputes Plan Provides 


| On Wages, Jobs, Legislation 


| 


Organizing Given 
Top Priority Tag 


By Saul Miller 


ath—The AFL-CIO wound up a five-day convention 
ere basicAN\\asreed on handling internal disputes and civil rights 
problema\gaarhited behind a wide-ranging legislative and political 
a weanedh to cope with the challenges of the Sixties. 
“hens 50 delegates meeting at the Americana Hotel gave a top 
pridgity to “the major unfinished business of the American labor 
w#OVement”—organizing the unorganized—and reiterated its goal 
of uniting in the federation all unions that can meet the ethical 
standards and principles of the AFL-CIO. 

The federation’s fourth constitutional convention voted the funds 
to carry on the labor movement’s work by increasing the per 
capita by 2 cents to 7 cents per member per month, and voiced 
its confidence in its leadership by re-electing AFL-CIO Pres. 
George Meany, Sec.-Treas. William F. Schnitzler and the organiza- 
tion’s 27 vice presidents. 


Meany termed the convention, that acted on nearly 200 policy 
resolutions, heard a dozen speeches and engaged in pointed floor 
discussion, “a sound, progressive, historic convention.” But he 
added, “convention resolutions must be implemented to be effec- 
tive. We intend to put these convention decisions. into effect 
without delay.” 


The convention moved to give almost immediate implementation 
to the legislative and economic program by calling a conference 
on Jan. 22, 1962, in Washington to dramatize the urgency of the 
problems facing the nation and to urge the second session of the 87th 
Congress to move these problems. 


Appeals Subcommittee Named 


The federation’s newly re-elected Executive Council also moved 
quickly to implement convention action on machinery for settling 
internal disputes, naming a council subcommittee to hear appeals 
and complaints on compliance, approving David L. Cole as im- 
partial umpire and setting up a broad mediation panel. 

In the civil rights area, the council moved to implement the 
strengthened enforcement machinery by approving Schnitzler as 
chairman of the Standing Committee on Civil Rights and supporting 
Meany’s proposal for a completely revamped committee. 

It also set up a council meeting two months hence to consider 
other steps to carry out the mandates voted by the convention. 
The council will meet beginning Feb. 26, 1962, at San Juan, Puerto 
Rico. 

The convention adopted policy resolutions covering almost every 
aspect of American life, including a comprehensive foreign policy 
program, and programs to deal with internal matters. Here is an 
outline of the major actions taken by the convention: 
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@ Gave its resounding approval to a new constitutional plan for 


mediation, determination by an impartial umpire with appeal to 


Mediation, Appeals M achinery settlement of internal disputes within the federation based on 


the Executive Council and imposition of sanctions for non-com- 
pliance. , 
@ Approved unanimously a broad civil rights program with 
strengthened machinery for enforcement of the federation’s anti- 
discrimination policy by giving the Civil Rights Committee the 
authority to initiate complaints of violation of AFL-Cl1O policy 


Miami Beach—The fourth AFL-CIO convention has given its resounding approval to a new 
Ponstitutional plan for settlement of internal disputes within the federation. 

The new disputes plan, written into the AFL-CIO constitution after more than two years of 
study and investigation, provides for mediation, determination by an impartial umpire if mediation 
hails, and the imposition of sanctions by the federations’s Executive Council for non-compliance. 


— a> 


© It provides also for an appeals® 


Increase Voted In 


AFL-CIO Per Capita 


Miami Beach—The AFL- 
CIO convention here voted a 
2-cent increase in the monthly 
per capita tax paid by national 
and international unions af- 
filiated with the federation, 
raising it from 5 cents to 7 
cents a month, , 

The per capita increase was 
recommended by the conven- 
tion’s constitution committee, 
headed by Vice Pres. Joseph 
A. Beirne, on the basis of re- 
ports submitted by Sec.-Treas, 
William F. Schnitzler. In pre- 
senting the committee’s re- 
port, Beirne said increased 
revenue was needed for the 
AFL-CIO to meet its commit- 
ments to such organizations as 
the ICFTU, expand its or- 
ganizing and legislative activi- 
ties, and cover increases in 
normal operating costs. 


and to refer unresolved complaints to the council. 


machinery to the council in those 
cases where an affilated union has 
reason to believe that the impartial 
umpire’s determination is not com- 
patible with the AFL-CIO constitu- 
tion, not supported by the facts, 
or is otherwise “arbitrary or ca- 
pricious.” 


A permanent subcommittee of 
the council is created under the 
plan to hear the appeal. The 
committee may disallow the ap- 
peal, and make the umpire’s 
decision final, or it may refer 
the appeal to the Executive 
Council. 


The disputes plan, which goes 
into effect Jan. 1, 1962, replaced 
the no-raiding agreement signed 
voluntarily between federation af- 
filiates and the procedures for 
handling raiding cases provided 
for in the constitution. 

The disputes covered under the 
plan include, besides the question 
of established collective bargaining 
relationships, established work re- 
lationships and attacks on the public 


repute’ of other affiliates. 

At a meeting of the council im- 
mediately after the close of the 
convention, AFL-CIO Pres. George 


(Continued on Page 3) 


@ Told affiliates expelled in 1957 on findings of corrupt leader- 
ship that they could regain affiliation by satisfying the council that 
they are in compliance with the federation’s constitution, rules, 

(Continued on Page 3) 


‘Most Comprehensive’ Civil Rights 
Program Adopted By Convention 


By John M. Barry 


Miami Beach—A broad civil rights resolution with strengthened machinery for enforcement 
of AFL-CIO anti-discrimination policy was adopted as a major action of the federation’s fourth con- 


stitutional convention here. 


AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany described the resolution as “the most comprehensive on this sub- 
ject ever presented to any convention I have attended.” 


Vice Pres. A. Philip Randolph,® 


head of the Brotherhood of Sleep- 
ing Car Porters, termed it “the best 
resolution on civil rights that the 
AFL-CIO has yet adopted.” 

The convention’s action on 
civil rights occurred during Hu- 
man Rights Week, proclaimed 
by Pres. Kennedy to commemo- 
rate and promote the principles 


of the United Nations’ Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights. 


In addition to establishing the 
new enforcement provisions, the 
resolution outlined organized la- 
bor’s responsibilities as a democratic 
force in the whole field of civil 
rights. It listed the basic fair prac- 


tices the AFL-CIO demands of its 


affiliates, and set forth a broad 
legislative program aimed at as- 
suring equal rights for all Ameri- 
cans in every area of human en- 
deavor. 

“As trade unionists,” the con- 
vention declared, ‘“‘we insist on fair 
practices in unions, in employment, 
in housing, in public accommoda- 

(Continued on Page 5) 
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' Page Two : 
~~ - 
VICE PRES. WALTER P. REUTHER, chairman of the AFL-CIO 
Committee on Economic Policy, speaks to the convention on eco- 
nomic programs needed by the nation and the collective bargaining 
program of labor. 


Wage Law 
Urged For 


Miami Beach—“The need of America’s working poor 
labor standards has by no means been fully met,” the AFL-ClO 
convention declared, despite what it called a “significant forward 


step” in extension of wage-hour 


workers and an increase in the minimum wage to $1.25 an hour 


Protection 
‘Exploited’ 


for fair 


protections to 3.6 million more 


in several steps. 
“\, The convention urged further ex- 
pansion of the Fair Labor Stand- 
ards Act’s coverage, a faster sched- 
ule for reaching the effective date 
of the $1.25 floor, steps to increase 
the minimum wage to $1.50 an 
hour, elimination of unfair exemp- 
i tions from the act, and reduction 
of the present 40-hour standard 
: maximum workweek. 


“Tt is gratifying that the Con- 
gress has at long last recognized 
the need for extetiding protection }' 
to unprotected workers and for 
improving the national minimum 
wage level,” a resolution observed. 

It added, however, that “more 
than 16 million workers who can 
be covered, many ef whom are 
paid shamefully low wages and 
are worked for excessive hours, 
are still denied pretection of the 
act.” 

The resolution referred seal 
ically to major groups of uncovered 
workers in the hotel and restaurant, 
laundry and hospital industries. It 
described agricultural workers as 
“a particularly sub-standard and 
exploited Jarge group” and con- 
demned specific exemptions that 
exclude smaller groups as a “spe- 
cial favor for their employers” in 
such fields as food processing, log- 
ging and transit. 

The convention found the $1.25 
minimum wage “insufficient to 
provide enough to live on decently” 
and noted that even this amount 
has been postponed until 1963 for 
workers previously covered, and 
until 1965 for workers newly cov- 


" en of $1.50 an hour “to 


come closer to the act’s stated ob- 
jective of assuring a “minimum 
standard of living necessary for 
health, efficiency and general well- 
being of workers.” 

Broadened coverage and a higher 
floor on wages are “required by 
simple justice,” the resolution de- 
clared. “The nation’s official fair 
minimum labor standards should be 
made fair and should extend to all 
rather than a portion of its work- 


ers. 
‘Attack on Poverty’ 
“These improvements are re- 
quired as part of an intensified at- 
tack on American poverty and its 
human waste and social costs to 
our society. They are required to 
prevent continued growth of the 
unjustifiably wide income disparity 
between the defenseless lowest- 
wage workers and the rest of the 
nation. 
“We must provide a greater 
share of our nation’s general eco- 
nomic progress to our lowest-in- 
come families in order to shore up 
the moral, social and economic 
health of the nation.” 
The resolution also urged: 
@ An immediate halt to child 
labor abuses “still shamefully tol- 
erated” in agriculture. 
@ Rapid elimination of mini- 
mum wage differential enjoyed by 
employers in Puerto Rico and Vir- 
gin Islands. 
@ Enforcement of the new 
amendments to the act on the same 
principles applied in the past of 


ered. It urged “a more adequate 


maximum protection for workers. 


Convention 
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Tis needed to meet the problem of 


{for an expanding work force and 


In Collective Bargaining: 


bargaining goals. 


By David L. Perlman 


Higher Pay, Shorter Hours 
Affirmed as Labor Goals 


Miami Beach—More pay and shorter hours will continue to be organized labor’s key collective 


Higher wages, the AFL-CIO convention declared, are “vitally needed” to imcrease presently 
“inadequate” consumer buying F aetadead and stimulate the nation’s economy to a faster rate of 


growth. 
A reduction in hours, the federa- 
tion said in a companion resolution, 


unemployment. To provide jobs 


“to convert our rapid technological 
progress into a boon rather than a 
burden.” 


“Streng unions are necessary for 
meaningful and responsible col- 
lective bargaining,” the AFL-CIO 
said, warning that “at many bar- 
gaining tables” management has 
adopted a policy of “inflexibility” 
as “an anti-union weapon.” 
Good-faith bargaining, with “a 
sense of common purpose” by labor 
and management, can serve the in- 
terests of both groups, the resolu- 
tion asserted. 

In addition to wages and hours, 
the convention called for collective 
bargaining advances on these fronts: 
@ Programs to assure year-round 
employment or income and ade- 
quate benefits if a worker loses his 
job—in effect either a full-time job 
or its equivalent for laid-off work- 
ers. 

@ Improved health, welfare and 
pension programs. 


fects on workers of technological 
displacement and plant relocation.” 
The AFL-CIO called on its af- 
filiated unions to give “the highest 
priority” to seeking ways to reduce 
hours of work so as to provide 
adequate job opportunities “now 
and in the future.” : 
Legislation Urged 

It urged Congress to consider 
legislation to help achieve this 
objective. 

Consideration should be given, 
it declared, to longer vacations, 
improved retirement, limits on over- 
time work and other techniques in 
addition to lowering the basic work- 
week. 

Discussing the convention’s col- 
lective bargaining resolution, AFL- 
CIO Vice Pres. Walter P. Reuther 
gave an answer to those “who say 
to us that this is no time to fight 
for a short workweek.” Reuther 
is chairman of the federation’s com- 
mittee on Economic Policy. 

He told the delegates: 

“We ought to say to them that 
we are prepared to work 40 hours 
a week if you can give every 
American who wants a job a job 
at 40 hours. 

“And if they cannot, then we 
ought to fight to reduce the level of 
the workweek until every Ameri- 


Stiff Safety Standard 
Asked for ‘Non-Skeds’ 


Miami Beach—Non-scheduled 
airlines should be required to meet 
the same operating safety stand- 
ards that the scheduled lines have 
to maintain, the AFL-CIO conven- 
tion told the Federal Aviation 
Agency. 

Organized workers on the sched- 
uled airlines, a resolution pointed 
out, have consistently fought for 
“the highest levels of airman per- 
formance in piloting, maintenance, 
dispatching, communications and 


@ Measures “to minimize ill ef-| - 


con who is willing and able to work 
has a job in the American econ- 
omy.” 

The AFL-CIO’s collective bar- 
gaining resolution warned that 
“slackening of wage advances” 
would curtail economic growth. 

A continuing pattern of wage 
increases is needed, the convention 
declared, “to assure that effective 
consumer demand can grow rapid- 
ly enough both to stimulate and yet 
keep abreast of national produc- 
tive ability.” 


Part of the Remedy 
A reduction of hours, the AFL- 


CIO said, will not by itself solve 


Miami Beach—The AFL-CIO 
fight the new employer technique 


all employment problems. But, 
the convention emphasized, when 
the choice is between “cutting em- 
ployment or cutting hours, reduc- 
tion of hours without loss of pay 
must be an ingredient of our attack 
on unemployment.” 

The resolution added: 

“We cannot close our eyes to the 
evidence of the new technology’s 
impact, the coming expanded flow 
of youngsters into the labor mar- 
ket, and the inability of existing 


Union-Busting Tactics 
Of Employers Rapped 


convéntion laid out a program to 
of “bargaining by ultimatum,” to 


ban the use of professional strikebreakers and to protect the con- 
stitutional rights of trade unionists in the South. 
A resolution entitled “Boulwarism” lashed the use of the “take- 


it-or-leave-it” bargaining technique 
of some employers and declared 
labor’s implacable opposition to 
this perversion of collective bar- 
gaining.” The technique is named 
for Lemuel Boulware, former vice 
president for labor relations at Gen- 
eral Electric. 

The convention action noted that, 
on the mitiative of the Electrical, 
Radio & Machine Workers, the Na- 
tionual Labor Relations Board has 
issued an unfair labor practice com- 
plaint against GE’s bargaining prac- 
tices. 


Delegate David Fitzmaurice of 
the TUE told the delegates that 
Boulwarism has developed be- 
yond “ultimate bargaining” to 
what the union sees as “no bar- 
gaining.” 

“Boulwarism,” Fitzmaurice said, 
“is the letter to the homes of the 
members, the weekly newspaper of 
the company, the captive audience 
in the shop, the foreman talking in- 
dividually to members, the com- 
pany’s paternalism [and] attitude 
concerning pickets ... the working 
on our members day after day to 
soften them up so that when col- 
lective bargaining time comes 
around, the company is successful, 
and they divide our membership 
and turn them against the leader- 
inn 

He said labor must expose the 
intent of these practices to the mem- 
bership and to shop stewards. 

The resolution seeking a ban 
on the use of professional strike- 
breakers pledged the AFL-CIO, 
its state and. city central bodies 
and all unions to press at the fed- 
eral, state and municipal levels 
for citizens’ job protection laws, 

The resolution cited the experi- 

ence im many strikes including 

those at Kohler Co., the Wilson 
firm, the Henderson, 

N. C., textile mills, the O’Sullivan 

company and at many news- 


papers. 

The resolution on the denial of 
constitutional rights in the South 
called on the U.S. Dept. of Justice 
to draft and support civil rights law 
changes to protect trade unionists’ 
rights. It also pledged the “re- 
sources, legal and otherwise,” of the 
AFL-CIO to oppose unconstitu- 
tional local ordinances. It also 


urged the NLRB to protect the free 
speech rights of trade unions. 

The resolution cited the beatings 
and jailing of two organizers of the 


ground operations.” 


last September. It cited the knifing 
of two organizers of the Textile 
Workers Union of America in Fitz- 
gerald, Ga., and the beating .and 
kidnapping of a Hosiery Workers’ 
organizer in Franklin, N. C. 

In these and dozens of other 
cases, the resolution declared, local 
police and authorities have been 
witting or unwitting accomplices. 


Locals Urged 
To Join With 
Central Bodies 


Miami Beach—National and in- 
ternational unions were urged by 
the fourth constitutional AFL-CIO 
convention to take what action may 
be needed to make affiliation of 
their locals with state and local 
central bodies mandatory. 

The action was taken on recom- 
mendation of the committee on 
state and local central bodies. The 
vote included support for the com- 
mittee’s position that locals be re- 
quired to pay per capita taxes on 
full membership “so that the total 
strength of the AFL-CIO may be 
mobilized for the important tasks 
that lie ahead.” 

“State and local central bodies,” 
the resolution said, “are being called 
on in ever-increasing degree to 
provide aid and services to 
unions with respect to the admin- 
istration of state and local laws and 
ordinances affecting unions and un- 
ion members. 

“The central bodies will be un- 
able to achieve maximum results 
unless they have the greatest de- 
gree of support of the local un- 
ions in their respective jurisdic- 
tions. 

“The records show that about 
half of the loca! unions representing 
approximately one-third of the 
membership of the AFL-CIO arée 
not affiliated with state and local 
central bodies and, in many cases, 
the local unions which are aitiliated 
do not pay per capita tax on their 
full membership.” 

The committee commended st.te 
and local central bodies for theif 
cooperation in promoting imple- 
mentation of the established poli- 
cies and programs of the AFL-CIO, 
and for the aid they have extended 
to international and national un- 


Hosiery Workers at Ellijay, Ga., 


ions and their locals. 
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Page Three: 


Goals Charted 


Organizing Stressed 


As Unfinished Task 


(Continued from Page 1) 

laws, standards and policies. 

@ Instructed the AFL-CIO to 
set up top-level conferences among 
unions organizing in the same field 
to pave the way for cooperative or- 
ganizing campaigns by unions, 
groups of unions, or the AFL-CIO 
itself, and directed new efforts to 
resolve problems of organizing 
jurisdiction. 

@ Called for higher wages and 
shorter hours. as collective bargain- 
ing goals to. help~eradicate unem- 
ployment and increase buying pow- 
er to stimulate the nation’s economy 
to a faster rate of growth. 

@ Urged an immediate cam- 
paign based on registration and 
get-out-the-vote drives to reverse 
the historic off-year election trend 
against the party in power, to help 
elect additional liberal senators and 
representatives in 1962. 

@ Approved resolutions call- 
ing for strong federal policies to 
premote economic growth to get 
the economy “off the roiler- 
coaster of frequent recessions 
and aborted recoveries,” includ- 
ing modernization of the federal 
budget and a sweeping program 
of tax reform. 

@ Backed a completely revised 
trade program with new emphasis 
on expanding two-way trade while 
safeguarding U.S. jobs threatened 
by imports. 

Aid to Underdeveloped 

. @ Renewed organized labor’s 
support for long-term, large-scale 
economic and technical assistance 
for underdeveloped nations and 
called for a shift from emphasis on 
scattered projects to the promotion 
of sound national development pro- 
grams. 

@ Voiced its conviction that a 
firm allied position, supported by 
acceleration and expansion of mili- 
tary preparedness and economic 
and political unity will force a halt 
to the Soviet Union’s drive to ex- 
tend Communist control over all 
Europe. 

@ Appealed to all nations to 
renew with a sense of urgency 
their efforts to achieve a system 
of disarmament with adequate 


vote the resources thus released 
to a “massive effort” to raise liv- 
ing standards everywhere. 

@ Declared that the “resurgence 
of right-wing fanaticism with its 
now open attacks on democracy” 
constitutes a threat to the nation’s 
liberties and national security. 

@ Assailed the business-led at- 
tempt to put unions under the anti- 
trust laws and pledged the federa- 
tion’s efforts to fight this campaign 
and the continuing threat of the 


to-work”. laws. 

Consumer Protections Sought 

@ Called for an agency in the 
federal government to protect con- 
sumers and urged a “leading role” 
for labor in the field of consumer 
protection in behalf of its own 
members and the public at large. 

@ Approved a broader and 
more intensive campaign to or- 
ganize farm: workers and called 
on all affiliates to support the 
organizing effort with funds and 
manpower. 

@ Urged further expansion of 
the wage and hour law beyond the 
3.6 million additional workers cov- 
ered in 1961 amendments, and an 
increase in the step-up schedule for 
reaching the new $1.25 per hour 
minimum wage. 

@ Gave a top priority to health 
care for the aged under the social 
security system as a “must” at the 
next session of Congress and spe- 
cifically endorsed the pending 
Anderson-King Bill. 

@ Urged a renewed drive for 
federal standards to correct de- 
ficiencies in state unemployment in- 
surance programs with minimum 
requirements for duration of bene- 
fits, eligibility and disqualification 
provisions. : 

@ Called on Congress to enact ' 
a broad program of federal aid 
to education including both 
school construction grants and 
funds -to help pay teachers’ sal- 
aries. 

@ Emphasized the need for all 
affiliates to participate broadly in 
community services programs to 
help meet the personal and social 


controis and inspection and de- 


needs of union members. 


Vigilant Fight Pledged 
Against ‘Work’ Laws 


‘Miami Beach—‘“Right-to-Work 


” was labeled “the most insidiously 


misleading slogan of this generation” by the AFL-CIO convention. 
_ The delegates pledged the federation to devote “utmost efforts 
to the defeat” of so-called “right-to-work” bills and to a continuing 


drive to repeal existing “work” | 


aws. 


308 Newsmen Cover 
AFL-CIO Convention 


Miami Beach—A. total of 
308 reporters, photographers, 
commentators and radio and 
television technicians was 
registered by the Dept. of 
Public Relations during the 
AFL-CIO convention here. 

Hundreds of feet of film 
and recording tape were used 
and the reporters and com- 
mentators, who had a battery 
of 50 typewriters at their dis- 
posal and used them all, 
filed a total of 567,000 words 
for transmission by Western 
Union. : 

Shortly before the conven- 
tion adjourned, Sec.-Treas. 
William F, Schnitzler read 
into the record an expression 
of appreciation from the 
working press for the “splen- 
did aid” provided by the 
federation’s public relations 
Staff. 


» The convention also called on 
Congress to repeal Sec. 14B of the 
Taft-Hartley Act and urged the 
Administration to sponsor a bill to 
that effect. This is the provision 
which permits states to ban union 
shop agreements. 


Since the last convention, the 
resolution noted, attempts to out- 
law the union shop were made in 
16 states despite hopes that the 
massive defeats suffered by thé 
“right-to-work” forces at the polls 
in 1958 “would quell for a while 
at least this assault upon the basic 
principle of union security.” 


While the “work” sponsors were 
defeated in all 16 states, the con- 
vention declared: “There are still 
19 states where these iniquitous 
statutes are in force, and there is 
every reason to anticipate a mas- 
sive effort to extend them further.” 

The “well-organized” and “well- 
financed” groups seeking to impose 
“right-to-work” laws, the conven- 
tion charged, “have as their primary 
motive the weakening and ultimate 
destruction of the trade union move- 
ment,” 


campaign to pass so-called “right- || 


SARNAS EINE 


BEFORE AND DURING the AFL-CIO convention, the Executive Council met on 
business before referring recommendations to the delegates, including Internal Disputes plan to 
facilitate agreements between affiliates. Plan was worked out in eight-and-a-half hour session on 
basis of report from subcommittee headed by Vice Pres. Al J. Hayes. 


SIRS 


for “Challenges of 60s’ 


SF 


necessary 


(Continued from Page 1) 


Meany announced that David L. 
Cole, impartial umpire under the 
no-raiding agreement, would be the 
impartial umpire under the new 
plan with others to be named later. 

Meany announced that the coun- 
cil subcommittee to hear appeals 
from the umpire’s determination 
will consist of himself and federa- 
‘tion Vice Presidents Joseph A. 
Beirne and James A. Suffridge. To 
insure that the committee would be 
available at all times, Meany also 
named substitute members: Sec.- 
Treas. William F. Schnitzler for 
Meany, Vice Pres. A. J. Hayes 
for Beirne and Vice Pres. Joseph 
D. Keenan for Suffridge. 

All members of the executive 
council will serve as members of 
the mediation panel, plus about 30 
officers of federation affiliates with 


jmnames to be suggested by council 


members. 

The disputes plan, which be- 
comes Article XXI of the consti- 
tution, was finally worked out at 
an eight-and-one-half hour meet- 
ing of the council on a report 
from a special council subcom- 
mittee headed by Hayes which 
has been seeking to establish 
disputes - settlement machinery 
since the last AFL-CIO conven- 
tion in September 1959. 

An attentive convention followed 
closely the reading of every word 
of the lengthy document and, with 
only the Typographical Union dele- 
gates dissenting, gave the plan the 


cheering show of hands. 


Sanctions Provided 


The sanctions provided in the 
plan for unions refusing to comply 
with the final determination would 
bar the non-complying affiliate from 
filing any complaints under the plan 
and would deny to such: an affiliate 
the use of “any or all of the serv- 
ices or facilities of ‘the federation,” 
as well as give aid to the affiliate 
which suffers from the: refusal to 
comply with the decision. 

The plan specifically declares 
that it applies to all affiliates of 
the federation and to their local 
unions and other subordinate 
bodies. It also specifically bars 
resort to the courts to settle dis- 
putes or enforce decisions. 

The disputes plan section of the 
constitution provides specifically 
that it can be amended by a ma- 
jority. vote of future conventions. 

Beirne, chairman of the conven- 
tion’s Constitution Committee, 
\which brought the disputes plan 
amendment to the floor, announced 
that the action of the Executive 
Council in ‘recommending the plan 
was unanimous, 


Meany, in calling for the vote 


necessary two-thirds vote with a] 


after Elmer Brown, president of 
the ITU, reasserted his union’s 
historic opposition to such plans, 
said “I commend this resolution 
most highly.” He cited the two 
meetings of the council consum- 
ing nine and one-half hours in a 
single day in an attempt “to 
find a reasonable, decent way to 
solve this problem.” 

The concept of a new approach 
to handling internal disputes was 
adopted by the previous AFL-CIO 
convention in San Francisco in 
September 1959 and the council 
was instructed to develop machinery 
and if necessary to call a special 
convention to place the new plan in 
the constitution. The committee 
met during the two-year period and 
made a number of progress reports 
to the council culminating in the 
report during this ‘convention. 


Relationship Protected 


In its 22 sections, the disputes 
plan spells out in comprehensive 
detail the rights of all unions and 
the machinery for settling disputes 
between them. It says that each 
affiliate shall respect the established 
collective bargaining relationship 
and the established work relation- 
ship of every other affiliate. 

Dispute settlements and deter- 
mination under the plan’s provi- 


Convention Gives Approval to Plan 
For Settlement of Internal Disputes 


sions “shall not determine the gen- 
eral work or trade jurisdiction of 
any affiliate” but shall be limited 
to specific disputes. 

The president of the AFL-CIO 
is authorized to establish a panel 
of mediators from within the labor 


movement and a panel of impartial. 


umpires “composed of prominent 
and respected persons.” The presi- 
dent may shorten or eliminate the 
mediation process if he sees fit and 
refer a dispute directly to the um- 
pire. : 

An appeal from the umpire’s 
decision must be filed within five 
days or the decision shall automa- 
tically take effect. Any decision 
referred to the council by the coun- 
cil subcommittee set-up to handle 
appeals can be set aside or altered 
only by a majority vote of all mem- 
bers of the council. 

The subcommittee also will han- 
dle complaints of non-compliance 
with an umpire’s decision and deter- 
mine if an affiliate is actually in 
non-compliance. 

Any dispute in effect before Jan. 
1, 1962 will be disposed of under 
procedures and principles previous- 
ly in existence and not under the 
new machinery, except that deci- 
sions of the umpire under previous 
plans will be subject to the sanc- 
tion provisions of the new plan. 


ence. 


over the country. 


Jan. 22 Conference Set 
On Legislative Program 


Miami Beach—An economic & legislative conference has been 
summoned by the AFL-CIO to urge the 87th Congress to move 
to meet the unresolved problems facing the country. 


The conference, called by the fourth constitutional convention 
‘here, will be held Jan. 22 in Washington, D. C. The resolution 
specifically asked all national and international unions to send 
delegations of the same strength as are allotted at an AFL-CIO 
convention, and certral bodies to send two delegates each. 


. The convention laid out ‘three major purposes for the confer- 


“First, it will dramatize the importance of the economic and 
' social problems, led by unemployment, which confront our nation 
today, and will provide an oppertunity to explain to senators 
and representatives labor’s program for meeting them. 

“Second, it will permit congressional leaders to express their 
views and set forth their plans to trade union leaders from all 


“fhird, it will serve to stimulate union leaders and other citizens 
in local communities to make their views known to the members 
of Congress who represent them.” 

Leaders of both political parties will be invited to participate | 
and time will be aiiocated for visits to congressmen. 

The convention declared that despite a “slight indication of 
improvement” in unemployment, “no substantial and continuing 
relief is in sight.” Among other problems. the delegates said, is 
health care for the aged under social security. 

“Action will be forthcoming during the second session of the 
87th Congress only if the voters demand it,” the resolution said. 
“This means the widest possible outpouring of opinion by private 
citizens, individually and through private organizations, clearly 
expressed to their elected representatives.” 
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.. ing rights to one or the other. The 
‘two unions further agree that if 
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Delegates’ Cheers Greet Mrs. R 


No-Raid Pact 
Agreed to by 
IBEW, CWA 


Miami Beach — A ano-raiding 
agreement between the Communi- 
cations Workers and the Intl. 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers 
was announced by AFL-CIO Pres. 
George Meany to the federation’s 
convention here. 

With Meany’s assistance, the two 
unions reached agreement to re- 
spect each other’s existing bargain- 
ing relationships with telephone 
companies. 

Immediate effect of the agree- 
ment is withdrawal by the IBEW 
from organizing campaigns iu 
California, New York and New 
England in established CWA bar- 
gaining units. The announce- 
ment said that while there are no 
reported cases of the CWA raid- 
ing established IBEW units in 
the telephone industry, the agree- 
ment requires CWA net to en- 
gage in the practice. ? 

In organizing campaigns where 
neither union already represents 
workers, either party may call on 
Meany to help work out an ar- 
rangement giving exclusive organiz- 


Meany’s efforts fail in such situa- 
tions, they will not use campaign 
literature that would bring disre- 
pute to either organization or to the 
AFL-CIO. 

Organizing disputes between the 
IBEW and the CWA in other in- 
dustries are left for future discus- 
sion or settlement under the ma- 
chinery of the AFL-CIO. 


Police-Fire 
Mergers Hit 


At Convention 


Miami Beach—Opposition to any 
proposal that fire~and police de- 
partments be merged was affirmed 
by the AFL-CIO convention with 
a warning that where consolidation 
has been tried, “both police and 
fire services deteriorate rapidly.” 

“The expected economies prove 
to be elusive,” a convention resolu- 
tion said. “The protection which 
a community has a right to expect 
is no longer prompt or efficient. 
The public in general and the labor 
movement in particular must be 
truthfully informed of the serious 
danger to their lives and property 
when consolidation is proposed.” 

The resolution, which was 
sponsored by the Fire Fighters, 
said, “There is substantial reason 
to believe” that municipal offi- 
cials premoting mergers of the 
two departments “are motivated 
as much by hostility toward or- 
ganized labor as by a desire to 
practice the economies they claim 

\ will result.” 

‘The Fire Fighters expressed 
themselves as “shocked” at the 
prospect that some of their mem- 
bers in a merged force might be 
ordered to function as police and be 
“required to suppress the legitimate 
activities of fellow union members” 
during a strike. 


Welfare Priority Sought 


In Bankruptcy Act 

Miami Beach—The fourth bien- 
nial AFL-CIO convention urged 
Congress to adopt the Celler Bill 
amending the Bankruptcy Act te 
give payments due welfare and pen- 
sion plans the same priority as 
wages and other direct payments in 
bankruptcy cases. 

The resolution the delegates ap- 
proved pointed out that contribu- 
tions to such funds are as much of 
a direct labor cost to an employer 


convention, both to AFL-CIO 


the presentation were: 


1 Textile Workers. 


Cancer Campaign Quotas 
Met by 27 Affiliates 


Miami Beach—Twenty-seven national and international 
unions, ranging from the small to the large, met or exceeded 
their quotas in the AFL-CIO’s $1 million drive for the Eleanor 
Roosevelt Cancer Foundation by the time a total of $680,- 
448.43 was presented to the first lady of the free world during 
the fourth constitutional convention. 

Additional contributions centinued to come in during the 


‘and to convention headquaners in Miami Beach. 
The unions which met or went beyond their quota before 


Auto Workers, Bricklayers, Broadcast Employes, Building 
Service Employes, Cement Werkers, Retail Clerks, Clothing 
Workers, Coopers, Intl. Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, 
Electrical, Radio & Machine Workers, Firemen & Oilers, 
Ladies’ Garment Workers, Glass & Ceramic Workers, Window 
Glass Cutters, Hod Carriers, Horse Shoers, Hosiery Workers, 
Hotel & Restaurant Employes, Allied Industrial Workers, 
Maintenance of Way Employes, Marine & Shipbuilding 
Workers, Maritime Union, Meat Cutters, Painters, Sleeping 
Car Porters, Pulp, Sulphite & Paper Mill Workers, and United 


headquarters in Washington 


Miami Beach—In a dramatic, 


‘Sister Roosevelt’ Cited 
For 25 Years in Guild 


AFL-CIO convention here, the Newspaper Guild paid tribute to 
its most distinguished member—Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt—by pre- 
senting her with a specially-struck gold pin commemorating her 
25th anniversary of membership in the union. 


emotion-filled ceremony at the 


ANG Pres. Arthur Rosenstock,® 
in making the presentation, declared 
that “we are throwing away the 
mold” from which the pin was cast 
“because there is only one of you 
and there should be only one pin.” 
The normally impassive work- 
img press corps covering the con- 
vention joined the rising ovation 
that followed. 

Mrs. Roosevelt joined the Guild’s 
Washington local in 1936 as her 
husband, the late Pres. Franklin D. 
Roosevelt, was completing his first 
term in the White House. She be- 
came eligible for membership by 
virtue of her daily newspaper col- 
umn—My Day. Her membership 
has been completely voluntary and 
has yielded no direct contractural 
benefits, since syndicated columnists 
are excluded from the coverage of 
Guild collective bargaining agree- 
ments. She is now a member of 
ANG’s New York local. 

“She has given us much,” Rosen- 
stock declared, “and there is little 
that she has asked for and nothing 
adequate that we can do in return.” 

Addressing her as “‘sister” in the 
traditional trade union manner, 
Rosenstock expressed the Guild’s 
pride in possessing “a dues-paying 
member of the majestic quality of 
Eleanor Roosevelt.” 


Offers to Contribute 


Earlier Mrs. Roosevelt had re- 
marked that she hoped her own un- 
ion would not forget to approach 
her for a contribution to Labor's 
March on Cancer. Rosenstock, in 
response, said that ANG had not in- 
tended to do so, but now that she 
had raised the point, she would be 
approached along with other mem- 
bers. He noted, too, that the Guild 
had pledged an amount in excess 
of its 10-cents-per-member quota in 
the AFL-CIO drive to raise $1 mil- 
lion for cancer research in Mrs. 
Roosevelt’s name. 

The Guild president observed 
that Mrs. Roosevelt, whom he de- 
scribed as “the first lady of the 
world,” had been given many acco- 
lades in the past and concluded the 
presentation by repeating this cita- 
tion which accompanied the humaz- 
itarian service award given her last 
year by the ANG’s Kingston, N.Y., 
local:- 

“You have been on the angels’ 
side of more questions touching 


as wages or other fringe benefits. 


any other personage of our day, 
male or female, and you are as 
vibrant and dynamic in the au- 
tumn of your life as most of us 
would wish to be in our thirties. 


“Your example is a grand chal- 
lenge, albeit frustrating for most 
of us. All the superlatives have 
been exhausted in your name. May 
you continue to frustrate us for a 
generation to come.” 


New Top Post 
Gets Approval 


Of Auxiliaries 


Miami Beach—The third consti- 
tutional convention of the National 
AFL-CIO Auxiliaries voted ap- 
proval of a new constitution and a 
wide range of legislative proposals. 

The main action at the four-day 
meeting, held in conjunction with 
the AFL-CIO convention, created 
the post of executive director as 
the top office in the organization. 
This post is filled by appointment 
by the AFL-CIO president, with 
the approval of the Auxiliaries’ 
executive council. 


Mrs. Marcella S. Beatty, who 
had been the Auxiliaries’ special 
representative with offices in 
Washington, D. C., became 
executive director. 


Elected to two-year terms were: 
President, Mrs. Beatrice Weiland 
of Clintonville, Wis., and Federal 
Labor Union No. 19806; secretary- 
treasurer for another term, Mrs. 
Elda Luebbert of Washington, 
D. C., who also is president of the 
Machinists’ Auxiliary; first vice 
president, Mrs. Beatrice Warwood 
of Akron, O., who also is president 
of the Rubber Workers’ Auxiliary. 

Seven vice presidents were also 
elected. The former by-laws pro- 
vided for eight vice presidents. 

In a series of resolutions the 
Auxiliaries called for federal aid to 
education, health care for the aged, 
consumer protection on drugs, safe- 
guards against exploitation of mi- 
gratory farm workers, federal 


standards on jobless pay, and the 


promotion of health insurance 


hailed her with a roaring welcome 


oosevelt 


‘First Lady’ Receives 
Cancer Fund Gifts 


By Gervase N.. Love 
Miami Beach—She came in from the side, the lady everybody 
|loves. She was half-hidden by her escort of AFL-CIO vice presi- 
dents, but the convention knew she was there. Delegates and visitors 


that told better than words of the 


affection and esteem America’s workers have for her. 


Roosevelt, widow of the wartime 
President whose programs helped 
revive the trade union movement, 
a notable character in her own 
right, a member of the Newspaper 
Guild, and as Pres. George Meany 
described her in his introduction, 
“the first lady of the world.” 

“Any occasion of a trade union 
character that can bring to our 


always a happy occasion,” he said. 
“This is a particularly happy occa- 
sion.” 

It was particularly happy be- 
cause America’s working men 
and women, through their unions, 
were presenting Mrs. Roosevelt 
with $680,448.43, the first in- 
stallment of the $1 million the 
AFL-CIO Executive Council un- 
dertook to raise for the Eleanor 
Roosevelt Cancer Foundation in 
honor of her 77th birthday. 

There were 50 pounds of checks 
in three cartons, ranging in size 
from 40 cents to the Auto Workers’ 
$100,000. These included the full 
quotas, at 10 cents a member, of 27 
international unions—in most cases 
more than the full quotas. 

The money will be used to build 
research facilities named for Mrs. 
Roosevelt at hospitals and medical 
schools, and to sponsor an interna- 
tional fellowship program for can- 
cer research and training. 

To Mrs. Roosevelt the 50 pounds 
of checks represented not so much 
paper or sO much money—they 
symbolized the idealism of the la- 
bor movement. 


Tells Labor’s Role 


“I think,” she said after another 
Ovation at the conclusion of 
Meany’s introduction, “that the la- 
bor movement has a great role to 
play in our country today. 

“The labor movement—and per- 
haps I can say my movement, too, 
because I think sometimes I work 
as hard as any of you—I feel that 
it is part of our job to keep alive the 
ideals that you started with, the 
ideals of really helping the people 
to better conditions, to a better way 
of life which is part of the basis of 
democracy. ... 


For this was Mrs. Eleanor® 


platform Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt is | 


tion you give, for the great gener- 
osity and understanding you have 
shown. Through your leaders, I 
hope you will convey to all the 
members my grateful thanks, and 
the thanks of all the members of 
the board (of the Foundation) who 
are trying to do something concrete 
in the field of cancer.” 

Mrs. Roosevelt expressed hope 
that the educational part of the 
fight on cancer might be the most 
important part, “because we 
could save a great deal more peo- 
ple than we do if there were more 
understanding and less fear, if 
we recognized the symptoms im- 
mediately.” 

She referred to the leaflets that 
have been made available for dis- 
tribution, the efficacy of which 
Meany had cKed, and said they were 
important because they helped peo- 
ple to recognize symptoms of can- 
cer. If people were to have regular 
examinations, she said, “there would 
be fewer deaths from cancer and 
we would be able to lower the per- 
centage very much faster.” 

“I am particularly happy,” she 
added, “over the international schol- 
arships, because none of us knows 
who will be the fortunate scientist 
who will eventually discover the 
cure. It won't be discovered all at 
once. You will find one thing and 
that will lead to another. Very often 
important discoveries just come by 
chance or by the fact that two peo- 
ple were talking together, one mind 
rubbing against the other, and it led 
to some new train of thought they 
could carry out. 

“Every time we work together 
for something that benefits man- 
kind, we have taken a step in ad- 
vance and away from the destruc- 
tive forces which are so often in 
the minds of all the peoples of the 
world.” 

In his introduction Meany praised 
the labor press for publicizing the 
$1 million campaign and for its 
role in securing the distribution of 
the cancer leaflets. 

Meany announced that a check 
for $1,000 for the drive had been re- 
ceived from Mrs. Daniel J. Tobin 
in memory of her husband, the late 


“So I thank you for the inspira- 


former president of the Teamsters. 


replied to compliments given 


Cancer Foundation: 


the basis of democracy.” 


ination, she declared: 


badly today. 


' the heart of the humanities than 


plans, 


Keep Your Ideals High, 
Mrs. Roosevelt Advises 


Miami Beach—Labor’s “great role” as a force for good in 
the nation drew the warm praise of Mrs, Roosevelt as she 


Meany presented to her labor’s gift to the Eleanor Roosevelt 


“You have always had the ideal of serving the needs of the 
people,” she told the convention delegates here. “That is a 
most important thing to remember, because in our country we 
are constantly accused of being materialistic people, thinking 
only of how much money we can make .. . 

“I think that it is part of our job to keep alive the ideals 
that you started with; the ideals of really helping the people 
to better conditions, to a better way of life, which is part of 


Citing the plight of low-paid agricultural workers and other 
areas of unfinished business, such as slums and racial discrim- 


“I hope that we are going to continue to make of our move- 
ment the star in our country that leads the way. We need it 


“Naturally we think primarily of the cloud that hangs over 
us, the struggle between democracy and communism that goes 
on every day in the world. I think the very best way is to take 
the positive attitude that we are going to show in the things 
that we do for people that democracy has something to contrib- 
ute that communism never contributes.” 


when AFL-CIO Pres. George 
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Martin Luther King Addresses Delegates: 


Labor, Negro Alliance Held 
Vital to Liberal Progress 


Miami Beach—“The two most dynamic and cohesive liberal forces in the country are the labor 
movement and the Negro freedom movement,” Dr. Martin Luther King declared here as he urged 
the AFL-CIO to increase its efforts to help erase all vestiges of racial discrimination in American ff 


life including labor unions. 


The famed Baptist pastor is president of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference and as 


such is a leader of the non-violent 
Negro resistance to racial barriers 
in the nation. He is president 
emeritus of the Montgomery Im- 
provement Association, whose boy- 
cott succeeded in ending segrega- 
tion On buses in the Alabama city. 

Dr. King told the delegates that 
the labor movement “undeniably. . . 
has done more than other forces in 
American society” to wipe out dis- 
crimination. 

“Aid from real friends in labor 
has often come when the flames of 
struggle heighten,” he said. 

_ “Negroes are a solid compo- 

nent within the labor movement 
and a reliable bulwark for la- 
bor’s whole program, and should 
expect more from it exactly as 
a member of a family expects 
more from his relatives than he 
expects from his neighbors,” he 
declared. 

. Recalling the history of struggle 
that has marked the American la- 
bor movement, Dr. King observed 
that Negroes find this history “mir- 
rors their own experience.” 

“We are confronted by powerful 
forces telling us to rely on the good 
will and understanding of those 
who profit by exploiting us,” he 
said. “They deplore our discon- 


‘tent, they resent our will to organ- 


ize, so that we may guarantee that 
humanity will prevail and equality 
will be exacted. 

“They are shocked that action 
organizations, sit-ins, civil disobedi- 
ence and protests are becoming our 
everyday tools, just as strikes, dem- 
onstrations and union organization 
became yours to insure that bar- 
gaining power genuinely existed on 
both sides of the table.” 


Convention 


(Continued from Page 1) 
tions, in schools, in citizenship and 
in every field of life.” 

It called on all affiliates to: 

@ Eliminaie any remaining seg- 
tegation of local union membership 
on the basis of race or color. 
“Segregation is discrimination,” the 
resolution declared. “Just as we 
cannot accept the maintenance of 
separate but equal schools, so we 
tefuse to countenance the existence 
of separate but equal unions in 
the ranks of our movement.” 

@ Make sure their contracts do 
not permit separate Hines of senior- 
ity on the basic of race, religion or 
national orgin, and that equal op- 
portunities on the job are guaran- 
teed for all workers. 

@ Make a special effort to write 
into contracts non-discrimination 
clauses covering hiring, promotion 
and conditions of employment. 

@ Take the initiative in expand- 
ing apprenticeship and training op- 
portunities for all workers and in 


| insuring that qualified applicants 
are accepted without regard to}. 


Tace, creed, color or national origin. 

® Cooperate with the President’s 
Committee on Equal Opportunity 
in effecting compliance with the 
President’s executive order ban- 
Ring discrimination in federal em- 
ployment and under federal con- 
tracts. 

The resolution also outlines pro- 
cedures to be followed in investi- 
gating complaints of discrimination, 
seeking voluntary compliance with 
the cooperation of the affiliate in- 
Yolved, and referral of unresolved 
tomplaints to the AFL-CIO Exec- 
Council for appropriate ac- 


The federation’s Dept. of Civil 
Rights is directed, in any case 
Where no effort is evident toward 


Thus, he said, “labor’s historic 
tradition of moving forward to 
create vital people as consumers 
and citizens has become our own 
tradition, and for the same reasons.” 

Negroes, he noted, are almost 
entirely a working people, with 
needs identical with labor’s needs. 

“That is why Negroés support 
labor’s demands and fight laws 
which curb labor,” he said. “That 
is why the labor-hater and labor- 
baiter is virtually always a twin- 
headed creature, spewing anti- 
Negro epithets and  anti-labor 
propaganda” from his two mouths. 

But, he added, “to say that we 
are friends would be an empty plati- 
tude if we fail to behave as friends 
and honestly look to weaknesses 
in our relationship.” Among these 
weaknesses, Dr. King maintained, 
are racial bars against Negro mem- 
bership in certain unions and denial 
of apprenticeship training and voca- 
tional education to Negroes i in some 
areas. 

In an apparent reference to AFL- 
CIO Vice Pres. A. Philip Randolph 
as .“a Negro leader who has a 
reputation of purity and honesty 
which has benefited the whole labor 
movement,” Dr. King urged 
“thoughtful examination” of Ran- 
dolph’s criticism of labor’s efforts 
to end discrimination within its 
own rankss 

“A man who has dedicated his 
long and faultless life to the labor 
movement cannot be raising ques- 
tions harmful to it any more than 
a lifelong devoted parent can be- 
come the enemy of his child,” the 
Atlanta pastor declared. 

He urged labor to “cement its 


are going to need to prevent auto- | 
mation frem becoming a Moloch, 
consuming jobs and contract . 
gains.” 


“Negroes given the vote will vote 
liberal and labor because they need 
the same liberal legislation labor 
needs,” he declared, adding: 

“Together we can be architects of 
democracy in a South rapidly in- 
dustrializing. Together we can re- 
tool the political structure of the 
South, sending to Congress stead- 
fast liberals who, joining with those 
from northern industrial states, will 
extend the frontiers of democracy 
for the whole nation. Together we 
can bring about the day when there 
will be no separate idenfication of 
Negroes and labor... . 


Dream of Democracy 

“This will be the day when he 
shall bring into full realization the 
dream of American democracy—a 
dream yet unfilled. A dream of 
equality of: opportunity, of privi- 
lege and property widely distrib- 
uted; a dream of a land where 
men will not argue that the color 
of a man’s skin determines the 
content of his character; a dream 
of a nation where all our gifts 
and resources are held not for our- 
selves alone but as’ instruments of 
service for the rest of humanity; 
the dream of a country where every 
man will respect the dignity and 


worth of human personality—that 
is the dream.” 


DR. MARTIN LUTHER K KING, tamed leader of desegregation 
movement, gets AFL-CIO convention guest badge from Pres, 
Meany after addressing delegates. 


Meany, Schnitzler Are 
Re-Elected By Acclaim 


Miami Beach—George Meany was unanimously elected to his 
fourth two-year term as president of the AFL-CIO and was given 
a standing ovation as he was hailed as “the greatest labor leader 
of our day” by Vice Pres. Lee W. Minton, who was presiding. 


Sec.-Treas. William F. Schnitzler also was chosen without Opposi- 


tion for a fourth term, and 27 vice? 


presidents were re-elected by ac- 
clamation. 


Meany was proposed for another 
term in a nominating speech by 
Vice Pres. Peter T. Schoemann. 
Schoemann also is president of the 
Plumbers & Pipe Fitters, the union 
to which Meany belongs. 

“He was the guiding light 
which led us out of the division 
of darkness ino the daylight of 
unity,” Schoemann said. “He 
was labor’s sword and _ shield 
| When we purged ourselves of the 


Approves Broad Civil Rights Plan 


correcting discrimination by an em- 
ployer or a union, to present its 
findings to the President’s Commit- 
tee on Equal Employment Oppor- 
tunity. 

Heart of the machinery set up to 
enforce compliance with AFL-CIO 
policy is a provision granting the 
federation’s Civil Rights Committee 
the authority for the first time to 
initiate complaints on its own mo- 
tion on the basis of prima facie 
evidence that discrimination is being 
practiced. 

The convention reviewed “the 
solid progress” it said had been 
achieved in the past two years in 
furthering AFL-CIO Policy on civil 
rights, commending outstanding 
gains by a number of international 
unions, central bodies and AFL- 
CIO departments. 

It gave special praise to Kennedy 
for setting up the President’s Equal 
Employment Committee as “the 
beginning of a vigorous drive 
against discrimination” in areas of 
federal_ responsibility. 

“Pres. Meany’s active member- 
ship on the President’s Commit- 
tee and his chairmanship of the 
important Subcommittee on Ap- 
prenticeship and Training has 
provided a basis for close and 
constructive cooperation between 
organized labor and the govern- 
ment in the pursuit of the com- 
mon objective of nondiscrimina- 
tion in employment and in work- 
training,” the convention 


It found, however, that “serious 
shortcomings and deficiencies” still 
persist in all areas. 

The resolution renewed the AFL- 
CIO’s support for enactment of 
fair employment practice acts by 
tae federal government and in 
states where such laws are not 


already on the statute books. It 
called on states and communities 
to pass enforceable laws to halt 
discrimination in housing and urged 
the President to bar any form of 
federal aid that contributes to 
segregated housing or its financing. 


The convention called for a 
stronger federal civil rights law, 
liberalization of the Senate’s fili- 
buster” rule, and review by the 
National Labor Relations Board of 
all unfair practice cases where false 
race hate propaganda has been 
used to coerce employes in their 
choice of a bargaining representa- 


In an amendment offered during 
floor discussion of the resolution, 
AFL-CIO Vice Pres. James B. 
Carey sought to substitute different 
language dealing with employers’ 
attempts to incite race hatred dur- 
ing NLRB elections. The amend- 
ment failed to pass. 


Earlier in the convention, Ran- 
dolph and Vice Pres. Milton P. 
Webster of the Sleeping Car Porters 
defended their union and upheld its 
civil ‘rights activities against criti- 
cism in an Executive Council re- 
port of last October. The council’s 
report had responded to criticism 
by Randolph of the AFL-CIO’s ef- 
forts against discrimination. The 
convention approved a Resolutions 
Committee recommendation that all 
documents relating to the matter 
be deposited with the council. 


Meany emphasized to the dele- 
gates that solution of civil rights 
problems “is not going to be done 
in Washington alone.” 


“We will get a good committee 
and we have a good staff,” he said, 
but much of the effort must be ap- 
plied at the local level “with the 
cooperation and assistance of the 


international unions, of the state 


federations and of the local central 
bodies.” 

Randolph praised the resolution 
despite his stated desire for stronger 
sanctions than those provided. 

“I am determined,” he declared, 
“in connection with the civil rights 
committee which may be appointed 
by the President, and with the civil 
rights department, with adequate 
personnel, to make the resolution 
work. And I hope that it will.” 

AFL-CIO Vice Pres. Walter P. 
Reuther said he hoped the policy 
statement “can be the first step 
in a whole series of vigorous 
steps to give meaning and pur- 
pose and substance to these no- 
ble words in the resolution so that 
we can go back home together 
and begin to fight the practical 
fight te give every American 
equal rights and equal opportun- 
ities and equal dignity in the la- 
bor movement and all over 
America.” 

AFL-CIO Vice Pres. Joseph 
Curran also stressed that the reso- 
lution in itself would not “stamp 
out the evil that has infested our 
country and made the image of 
America something for the Com- 
munists and others to use.” 

Other delegates who took the 
floor to urge decisive action to im- 


plement the new program included 
Vice Pres. Russell R. Lasley of the 


Packinghouse Workers, Charles 


Hayes, also of the UPWA, and] 


Louis Manning of the Transport 
Workers. The latter pointed out 
the presence of visiting trade union- 


ists from Asian and African na-| 


tions and declared: 

“I want to see a strong resolu- 
tion passed here today so that the 
brothers can take it back to their 
countries.” 


betrayers of loyal, clean union- 
ism. He has been labor’s de- 
fender in the halls of Congress. 
He is labor’s voice and image 
throughout the free world. ... 

The nomination was seconded by 
Vice Pres. Louis Hollander of the 
Clothing Workers, who declared 
“we are proud of you, the whole 
labor movement is proud of you 
and the whole free world looks 
to your continuous leadership.” 

In a brief acceptance speech 
Meany said the convention gave 
the AFL-CIO “the tools to go for- 
ward with our work,” and urged 
that “these jurisdictional quarrels 
and these raiding scraps” be placed 
in their proper perspective. 

“We have come a long way,” he 
said, “but we are still threatened by 
those who toy with the idea that 
America would be a better place 
if we had no unions or impotent 
and weak ones. And in the final 
analysis weak or impotent unions 
are worse than no union. 

The Job Ahead 

“So we face the job, the very 
complicated job, of living up to 
the demands of citizenship . . . By 
getting these quarrels to where they 
can be handled in a proper way— 
not to interfere with our other ac- 
tivities—we can make our contribu- 
tion to our membership and our 
contribution to the welfare and to 
the interests of all of the citizens 

Schnitzler, like Meany, was nom- 
inated by the head of his own 
union, Pres. Daniel E. Conway of 
the American Bakery & Confec- 
tionery Workers. 

“You and I have witnessed in 
this convention evidence of out- 
standing leadership by a great team 
which speaks more eloquently than 
any words that I could utter,” Con- 
way said. “You have already, by 
your unanimous action, returned 
one member of that team to office, 
and I am certain that you will want 
to do likewise for the other mem- 
ber of that team.” 

Seconding the nomination was 
Sec.-Treas. Charles H. Marciante 
of the New Jersey AFL-CIO. 

Schnitzler predicted that with 
the “new kind of vitality” the 
convention gave the AFL-CIO, 
“we are going ahead now full- 
speed im the work of organizing 
the unorganized.” 

Fhe vice presidents were re- 
nominated en bloc on nomination 
by Pres. John J. Murphy of the 


_ 'bricklayers. 
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‘Subsidy’ of 


Struck Firms 


Miami Beach — The AFL-CIO 
convention recorded its “emphatic 


cpposition” to federal government || 


“subsidization” of assaults against 
legitimate strikes by employers do- 
ing business with the government. 

A resolution cited as a technique 
used “the device of contract rene- 
gotiation and the absorption by the 
government of a substantial portion 
of the additional costs incurred.” 

The delegates called on the 
Armed Services Committees of 
.both branches of Congress to 
imake a full investigation of this 
policy in the Dept. of Defense 
“or any other branch of the fed- 
eral government.” 

“Labor does not deny that under 
the Taft-Hartley Act the company 
has a legal right to keep its doors 
open during a strike any more than 
we dispute the union’s right to 
withhold its Jabor when all other 
means of collective bargaining have 
failed,” the resolution said. 

“We vehemently oppose, how- 
ever, the use of taxpayers’ money 
to assure any company that, no 
matter what its policies on labor 
relations, the customer who is buy- 
ing more, than 80 percent of its 
product will also underwrite three- 
fourths of the costs for what should 
be a private dispute between the 
company and the representative of 
its employes.” 


~\, The resolution was prompted by 


disclosures made through the ef- 
fort of Rep. Frank Kowalski (D- 
Conn.) that the Defense Dept. had 
paid $7.5 million to help under- 
write the $10 million cost of strikes 
by the Auto Workers and Machin- 
ists at three United Aircraft Corp. 
plants. 


‘Situs Picketing Issue 
Referred to Meany 


, Miami Beach—Two resolutions 
On situs picketing were referred by 
the AFL-CIO convention to Pres. 
George Meany on recommendation 
of the Resolutions Committee. 

AFL-CIO Vice Pres. David J. 
McDonald, in making the proposal 
as secretary of the committee, said 
the hope was that Meany would be 
able to bring together the interested 
parties “with a view toward working 
out an accomodation.” 


Anti-Trust 


Bid to Stifle Unions 


Miami Beach—The AFL-CIO has branded the business-led 
attempt to put unions under anti-trust laws as a move aimed at 
weakening labor “to a point of ineffectiveness” and “halting” 
future collective bargaining gains. 


A convention resolution directed the federation’s Executive. 


E. C. HALLBECK, president of 


microphone during discussion of resolutions. 
union formed from the recent three-way merger of the Post Office 
Clerks, the Postal Transport Association and the previously unaffili- 


ated “United National Association 


Postal Clerks, speaks from floor 
He represented the 


of Post Office Craftsmen. 


Federal Tax Reform, 


Budget Changes Urged 


Miami Beach—The AFL-CIO convention has called for federal 


tax reforms to ensure “that taxes 


to pay and in a manner which advances the welfare of the entire 


nation.” 
The delegates also approved a 


be levied on the basis of ability 


resolution urging the moderniza- 


tion of the federal budget. This 
would enable the President to bet- 
ter manage government resources, 
the statement said, and lay the 
basis for sounder monetary, tax 
and public investment policies. 

In the action calling for tax re- 
forms, the AFL-CIO: 

@ Backed Kennedy Adminstra- 
tion efforts to end preferential tax 
benefits for Americans and Ameri- 
can firms overseas. Action to end 
these “unjustified benefits” would 
boost federal revenue by some 
$250 million a year, slow the “ex- 
port of U.S. jobs” and help end 
the U.S. balance of payments defi- 
cit. ; 

@ Supported action to close not 
only the tax loopholes cited by 


Drive Held 


Council to fight the proposed legis-% 


lation “with a-vigorous education 
and public relations program.” 

In two other ‘resolutions dealing 
with restrictive labor legislation, 
the convention: 

@ Called on Congress to review 
the Landrum-Griffin and Taft- 
Hartley Acts “with.a view to cor- 
fecting the numerous unfair, un-, 
iworkable or unnecessary provi- 
sions.” 

@ Denounced a bill introduced 
by Sen. John L. McClellan (D- 
Ark.) which would “prohibit strikes 
and establish compulsory arbitra- 
tion for . . . any business. enter- 
prise engaged in the production of 
any material essential to the pro- 
duction of munitions.” The reso- 
lution termed the bill “a threat to 
the American system of free enter- 
prise and free labor.” 

The anti-trust resolution said 
that if big business groups were 
successful in repealing the Clayton 
Act provision which declares that 
“the labor of a human being is not 
a commodity,” then: 

“National er even company- 
wide bargaining would presum- 
‘ably be eliminated. _ Employes 


working for any of the muilti- 
plant employers that dominate 
the American economy would. be 
restrained from using their col- | 
lective strength in bettering their 
wages and working conditions, 

“Instead workers would be forced 
to bargain directly with the plant 
where they are employed as if that 
plant was a separate entity, com- 
pletely devoid of the employer's 
other interests. 

“Obviously,” the resolution de- 
clared, “this would be an intoler- 
able and totally unrealistic situa- 
tion, and would fatally weaken un- 
ions.” 

The convention resolution, on 
Landrum-Griffin charged that “ab- 


were causing unnecessary expense 
to unions, as were “senseless” bond- 
ing provisions. 

It attacked the “nefarious” Lan- 
drum-Griffin provisions restricting 
organizational and recognition 
picketing. 

The convention urged the Senate 
and House labor committees to 
schedule hearings early in the 1962 
congressional session on Landrum- 


| flexible use of the federal taxing 
‘|power so the levy on personal in- 
‘'come can be adjusted temporarily 


surdities” in election requirements 


Pres. Kennedy in a message to 
Congress “but all loopholes.” The 
AFL-CIO estimated the Kennedy 
proposals would cancel a $1.5 bil- 
lion revenue loss, whereas all loop- 
holes and tax avoidances are esti- 
mated to amount to a $17 billion 
loss in revenue. , : 
Congress failed to act on the 
Kennedy proposals to withhold 
interest and dividends taxes as taxes 
are withheld from wages and sal- 
aries; to repeal the preferential tax 
treatment granted dividends in 
1954; to end the worst expense 
account abuses; to end the capital 
gains treatment of profit from the 
sale of depreciable business prop- 
erty. 
@ Opposed “the poorly con- 
ceived and unwarranted tax credit 
proposal” urged by the President 
to stimulate certain types of busi- 
ness investment. 
“However,” the AFL-CIO said, 
“we endorse the current Treasury 
review of the useful life of various 
types of capital assets in an effort 
to realistically reappraise legitimate 
depreciation allowances for tax 
purposes.” 
@ Urged the Administration to 
support and Congress to approve 


according to the needs of the econ- 
omy. 

@ Backed federal tax cuts after 
current loopholes are closed and 
national security needs, are met. 

The AFL-CIO, in the resolution 
On tax policy, also lashed the peren- 
nial Herlong-Baker tax reform bill 
as “a rich man’s delight.” In 
slashing the tax rate on higher in- 
comes, this business-backed bill 
would “reward the already affluent” 
and undermine progressive taxa- 
tion while cutting revenue, the 
AFL-CIO ‘said. The Herlong-Ba- 
ker proposal is backed by the Na- 
tional Association of Manufactur- 
ers. 
The AFL-CIO also supported 
revenue-raising efforts of state and 
local governments, but urged that 
state revenue systems be based on 
ability to pay and not on continu- 
ing “regressive sales, payroll and 
property taxes.” 

Cooperative devices were urged 
to enable the federal government 
to aid state and local levels and the 


sion of jobs. Unemployment, 


Federal Action Urged: 


Growth of 


Miami Beach—The AFL-CIO 


Uj 


Economy 


Called Key to Jobs — 


convention has called for strong ° 
federal policies to promote economic growth “to get the economy 
off the rollercoaster of frequent recessions and aborted recoveries.” 
The resolution outlined a wide range of emergency and long- 
term policies in economic and fiscal areas to foster a steady expan- 


though down in October, was re- 
ported by the Labor Dept. at a 
6.1 percent level. 

“Unemployment will yield only 
tO a massive, total assault,” Auto 
Workers’ Pres. Walter P. Reuther 
declared in supporting the resolu- 
tion. 


“Halfway, half-hearted meas- 
ures will not solve unemploy- 
“ment.” Reuther, who presented 
the resolution as chairman of the 
AFL-CIO Economic Policy Com- 
mittee, said the nation needs 41 
million jobs in the next 10 years 
“just to stand still.” 


The Kennedy Administration has 
acted to promote recovery, he said, 
but he warned “there are danger 
signals ahead.” 
The resolution noted that “the 
present economic advance has a 
long way to go before full employ- 
ment and maximum use of plants 
and machines can be reached.” 
Despite the urgent need for ex- 
pansionary activities to overcome 
the slack -in the economy, “there 
is a recurring outcry” for measures 
against “inflation,” it pointed out. 
Those who are alarmed over “an 
imaginary runaway inflation” seek 
a balanced federal budget within 
the coming months, a tighter money 
supply and “a tight lid on wage in- 
creases,” the resolution said. 
Would Mean Stagnation 
Such policies would mean “weak 
consumer markets, rising unemploy- 
ment and economic stagnation at 
home,” it added. 
To achieve full recovery and full 
employment, the convention pro- 
posed: 
@ “An expansionary federal 


needs and spur sales, production 
and jobs. 

@ Reform of the Federal tax 
structure, closing loopholes which 
could produce $17 billion more in 
revenue. 

@ Lower interest rates set by 
the Federal Reserve system. 


@ Federal Reserve System pur- 
chase of long-term government 
bonds in the open market, enabling 
banks to maintain lower interest 
rates. 

@ An attack on hard-core long- 
term unemployment problems along 
lines of the Area Redevelopment 
program. 

@ A federal program of re- 
training the jobless and updating 
skills, with government payments 
during training and for relocating 
to job areas. 

@ Improvement of the unem- 
ployment compensation system 
through federal standards on dura- 
tion and levels of benefits. 


@ Reorganization of the United 
States Employment Service. 


@ A program through which the 
President’s Council of Economic 
Advisers would set forth economic 
guidelines to aid private decision- 
making on prices, wages, salaries 
and investment, and government 
decision on spending and taxing. 

@ Authority to the president to 
make temporary income tax cuts 
and to put public works projects 
into Operation to counter down- 
turns. 

@ Control of corporate price 
policies through federal agencies 
or congressional committee studies. 

@ Efforts toward a more favor- 
able balance of payment through 
an international banking arrange- 
ment to relieve America of burdens 
as a world banker and reduce 


budget policy” to meet the nation’s 


Three Char 


Miami Beach—Three appeals 


One was that of former P 


suspended by AFL-CIO Pres. 


reliance on the dollar. 


Convention Turns Down 


ter Appeals 


which reached the floor of the 


AFL-CIO convention were rejected by the delegates on recom- 
mendation of the convention Appeals Committee. 


res. Walter Crammond of the 


Minneapolis Central Labor Union, the charter of which was 


George Meany last July because of 
failure to comply with rules for 
keeping records. 


A trustee took charge of the cen- 
tral body’s affairs and under author- 
ity vested in him by Meany, sus- 
pended the officers. Crammond ap- 
peared personally before the com- 
mittee, but it refused to upset 
Meany’s action, which previously 
had been upheld on appeal to the 
AFL-CIO Executive Council. 

The appeal of the Springfield 
(Mass.) Central Labor Council like- 
wise was rejected. Meany had re- 
voked the charters of the council 
and the Western Massachusetts In- 
dustrial Union Council last April 
because of their failure, despite re- 
peated efforts, to work out a merger 
agreement. A new central bedy 
covering the Springfield area has 
been chartered. 

The Troy (N.Y.) Area Industrial 
Union Council, which appealed 
through Former Pres. Joseph Kil- 
lian, likewise failed to win rein- 
statement of its charter. 

The charter and that of the Troy 
Central Federation of Labor were 
revoked on Oct. 27, also because of 
failure to merge. The difficulty, the 


Griffin and Taft-Hartley revisions. 


[ ebbinee 


state to aid local sub-divisions. 


committee reported, was that the 


jurisdiction of the Troy Area IUC 
overlapped that of the Albany Fed- 
eration of Labor and that of the 


nial of the appeal, the committee 
urged that a new merged central 
body be established in Rensselaer 
(Troy) County as soon as possible, 
“and the affiliation of all elements 
of organized labor in Albany and 
Rensselaer Counties to their re- 
spective central bodies, on an equit- 
able basis, be actively sought.” 


A Ware Mistake 
Gets in Proceedings 


Miami Beach—Delegates 
to the AFL-CIO convention 
got a hearty chuckle when 
they read the proceedings of 
the first day’s session. 

They had heard AFL-CIO 
Pres. George Meany say, in 
his keynote address, that “we 
don’t buy the propaganda 
that you are better red than 
dead.” ’ 

In the printed proceedings, 
it came out: “, .. better wed 
than dead.” 


Troy CFL. In recommending de- . 
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Page Seven 


Convention Urges Cooperation: 


Organizing Termed Labor’s 


Major Unfinished Business 


Miami Beach—The AFL-CIO convention has proclaimed the drive to “organize the unorganized” 
as “the major unfinished business of the American labor movement.” 

The convention instructed the national AFL-CIO to encourage top-level conferences among unions 
organizing in the same field to pave the way for cooperative campaigns by unions, groups of unions 


or the AFL-CIO itself. 


Each affiliate was urged to take 
a hard look at its organizing: activi- 
ties to determine if a greater and 
more effective organizing effort is 
possible. 

The resolution also called on 
unions to encourage their field 
staffs “to attempt sincerely to 
solve local problems of organ- 
izational jurisdiction and to as- 
sist fellow unions in their organ- 
izing campaigns.” 

The AFL-CIO was directed to 
renew efforts to resolve organizing 
jurisdiction problems “and see that 
adequate funds are made avail- 
able” for organizing “with parti- 
cular attention being given to as- 
sisting unions responsible for 
organizing the larger sections of 
unorganized workers.” 

A committee report accompany- 
ing the resolution declared that 
successful organizing campaigns re- 
quire “a greater commitment of 
manpower, time and aay than 
ever before.” 

The committee called for “care- 
fully prepared public relations and 
publicity programs” in conection 
with organizing drives, and warned 
that “closely coordinated” organiz- 
ing programs are essential “to pre- 
vent the employer from turning 
potential union victory to union de- 


feat through a last-minute scare and 
hate program. 

Meany Asks ‘Common Sense’ 

AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany 
told the delegates that cooperation 
from international union represent- 
atives in the field—‘‘a common 
sense approach”—is necessary for 
effective organizing. Internal dis- 
putes, he said, are “just one of a 
number” of obstacles. 

“It is not nearly as big a factor 
as some of us have been told,” he 
said. “Of course if a union is 
not progressing . . . I suppose one 
reason is as good as another.” 

AFL-CIO Vice Pres. Walter P. 
Reuther told the convention that 
his union—the Auto Workers—is 
prepared to “lay down $1 million 
today” for a joint organizing drive 

“and join with the people in this 
labor movement to get on the 
march.” 

Referring to help the UAW had 
received from other unions in the 
thirties, Reuther said: 

“Just as the strong helped the 
weak in those days . .. we are 
prepared to help unions having a 
tremendous organizational potential, 
but who lack the resources.” 

Reuther termed labor the only 
element of society “that can mo- 


Community Services 


Get Pledge of Action 


Miami Beach—Broad participation in the AFL-CIO Community 
Services program was urged by the federation’s fourth constitutional 
convention here to help meet the “personal and social needs” of 


union members. 


A convention resolution called on all affiliates and their locals 


to establish Community Services? 


Committees, with full-time staffs 
if possible at the central body and 
international union levels, and to 
work with AFL-CIO community 
service activities in developing pro- 
grams and policies. 

The resolution noted that or- 
ganized labor has long recognized 
that to advance the personal and 
social well-being of its members 
it must work “for a wholesome 
community which provides decent 
housing, good schools, adequate 
health facilities, sufficient recrea- 
tional opportunities and good social 


Opposition Voted 
To Postal Rate Rise 


Miami Beach—Opposition 
to proposed legislation for 
postal rate increases which 
would boost the expense of 
distributing trade union pub- 
lications was voted by the 
AFL-CIO convention. 

“It is our conviction,” said 
a resolution passed unani- 
mously, “that the historic 
status of the postal service 
should be maintained as a 


ously affect the exchange of 
mews and views by placing 
mail services beyond the eco- 
nomic reach of many publi- 
cations.” 

“The unimpeded flow of 
information to our trade un- 
jon ” it declared, 
“is vital to the preservation of 
our democratic institutions 
and our way of life.” 


service programs for all the 
people.” 

The AFL-CIO, the convention 
said, is committed to promotion of 
stronger community social service 
programs and greater participation 
of unions in community life. It 
pledge the federation to: 

@ Encourage equitable labor 
representation on agency boards 
and committees, both public and 
voluntary. 

@ Stimulate labor participation 
in formulating agency policies and 
programs through specialized train- 
ing programs. 

@ Assist union members, their 
families and other citizens in time 
of need, particularly during strikes, 
layoffs and unemployment. 

@ Plan for union participation 
in local civil defense and disaster 
telief programs and operations. 

@ Assist in planning and de- 
veloping health and welfare serv- 
ices to meet existing community 
needs in such areas as mental 
health, alcoholism, aging and the 
aged, youth, recreation, blood 
banks, rehabilitation, fluoridation 
and health education. 


@ Cooperate with other agencies 
through voluntary federation wher- 
ever possible, for voluntary health 
and welfare services. 

@ Cooperate with other agencies 
in dealing with and in solving social 
and health problems. 

@ Participate in all genuine ef- 
forts designed to improve the stand- 
ards and practices of social work. 

@ Participate in international so- 
cial welfare programs. 

@ Assist union members to carry 


_|forward their community respon- 


sibility more effectively through 


specialized community leadership 


training programs. 


bilize an effective counter-thrust 
against the forces of reaction.” 
Unless labor moves ahead organ- 
izationally, he said, then “not 
only the labor movement but. 
American democracy” is “in trou- 
ble.” 

AFL-CIO Organization Dir. John 
W. Livingston, who opened the 
convention discussion, said labor 


has “not been standing still” in its | 


organizing activities. The 1.5 mil- 
lion workers organized since the 
1955 merger have been largely off- 
set, however, by membership losses 
from technological changes and 
plant shutdowns, he said. 

He added bluntly: “We haven't 
been moving ahead as fast as we 
should.” Some reasons, he said, 
were: . 

@ The “unfairness” of the Na- 
tional Labor Relations Board under 
the Eisenhower Administration. 

@ Use by employers of the Mc- 
Clellan Senate committee hearings 
to smear the labor movement. 

@ Appeals to race prejudice by 
southern employers. 

Meany told the convention that 
labor’s greatest organizing potential 
“outside of the retail and service 
trades, which are expanding,” is 
“in an area where we have our 
strongest unions . . . the industrial 
unions and the building trades.” 
He said: 


Defines Potential 


“There are the greatest number 
of non-union people or company 
union people who, I feel, would be 
most likely to respond to our 
organizing effort, because they are 
the same type of people that we 
have in our strongest unions. They 
do the same work.” 

Meany emphasized the need for 
agreement among competing unions 
before the AFL-CIO can put its 
own staff to work helping in an 
organizing drive. 

The labor movement, he said, can 
“help the entire economy” by organ- 
izing workers “and raising their 
standard of life, and doing the 
simple trade union job that we 
were organized for many years 
ago.” In other highlights of the 
debate: 

®@ Sec.-Treas. John Chupka of 
the Textile Workers Union of 
America reported to the delegates 
on beatings of union organizers 
in the South, on local and state 
ordinances used to interfere with 
organizing campaigns and said: 

“We ought to raise our voices 
against these outrages, and I think 
the AFL-CIO should lead the way 
because these things are happening 
all too often.” 

@ Sec.-Treas. Al Hartnett of the 
Electrical, Radio & Machine Work- 
ers said organizing can move for- 
ward if the labor movement can 
“rise above the most petty differ- 
ences which separate us.” 

@ Pres. Michael J. Quill of the 
Transport Workers declared that 
organizing progress depends on soly- 
ing the problem of “inter-union 
raiding.” 

@ Pres. Joseph Curran of the 
Maritime Union termed the resolu- 
tion one “which every member and 
every delegate to this convention 
supports fully and is willing to do 
a job in behalf of.” 

@ David Livingston, vice presi- 
dent of the Retail, Wholesale & 
Department Store Union, said the 
retail industry is dominated by 
chain stores and “if you want to 
organize, you must organize na- 
tionally.” He called for “‘coopera- 


tive efforts” by all unions involved. 


———-- | 


resolution declared. 


“geographically compact cong 


Convention Pledges Fight 
For Equal Redistricting 


Miami Beach—The AFL-CIO has pledged to “utilize all its 
resources” to restore representative government through equi- 
table redistricting of state legislative and 
- A convention resolution denounced the “disgraceful mal- 
apportionment” of most state legistatures, dominated by “rural 


The same rural domination of legislatures is reflected in 2 
wide disparity in population among congressional districts and 
in “geographically grotesque” _gerrymandered boundaries, the 


The delegates called on tinarees to pass a bill imtroduced 
by -Rep. Emanuel Celler’ (D-N. Y.) which would require 


equal population, enforceable by the federal courts.” 

The convention declared that the people “have the right to 
expect relief from the federal courts” to force state legisla- 
tures to adopt periodic, equitable redistricting. 

“Every year that Congress and the state legislatures fail 
to act,” the convention noted, “fewer and fewer citizens exert 
more and more weight at the polls.” ; 

The House of Representatives, the resolution charged, “fails 
to be truly representative of the people” because of inequitable 
districting. This, the convention declared, is “in violation 
of the clear intent of the constitution.” 

The convention voiced the hope that “with leadership from 
the President, support by Congress and in the courts and with 
the insistent demand of the people, the ancient disease of 
ee ee ee state 
law-making bodies can be ended.” 


districts. 


ional districts of reasonably 


Goldberg Bars F reeze, 
Stresses Productivity 


Miami Beach—Labor Sec. Arthur J. Goldberg told the AFL-CIO 
convention here that the Administration is opposed to a wage freeze 
and “believes in advancing wages and standards.” 


Overall, Goldberg declared, the wage increase pattern should be 
in line with the nation’s productivity gains and he said this should 


be brought about through “respon-?—— 
sible collective bargaining.” 

“We do not believe in a status 
quo situation,” he emphasized. 
“There is plenty of room for ad- 
vance in this highly productive 
economy.” 

Goldberg said he considered 
the collective bargaining pattern 
of the past year to have met this 
test of responsibility. He told the 
delegates that the Administration 
does not seek to impose “a sin- 
gle wage policy” on the economy 
or discourage correction of in- 
equities between industries and 
within imdustries. 

He added: “Inequities in wages 
do exist, there is no question about 
it. We do not propose in any way 
to restrict the ability of collective 
bargaining to remove or solve these 
inequities. That is the day-to-day 
business of trade unionism and we 
encourage and support it.” 

In a news conference here, Gold- 
berg emphasized the Administra- 
tion’s desire to achieve full employ- 
ment “on a 40-hour week” basis 
through full utilization of America’s 
productive capacity. 


He emphasized that he considers’ 


congressional enactment of “every 


aspect” of the Administration’s six-; 
point “Program for Economic Prog-. 
as “vitally necessary” to solve’ 


ress” 
the unemployment problem. 


Drop in Jobless Rate 


Goldberg termed the drop in the 
jobless rate from 6.8 to 6.1 percent 
in November “a significant break- 
through” and said he looks for 
further improvement. But he em- 


phasized his concern at the unre-: 


duced level of long-term and hard- 
core unemployment. He noted that 
the number of persons jobless for 
27 weeks or longer has been close 
to 700,000 over the past year and 
showed little improvement in No- 
vember. 

There are still “too many” per- 
sons who are working part-time be- 


cause they can’t find full-time jobs, | the 


Goldberg added. He put the num- 


ber at 2.42 million in November, 
up slightly from the previous month. 

Goldberg, in his address to the 
convention, voiced strong optimism 
“in the future of the labor move- 
ment, a united labor movement.” 


He expressed hope that the 
convention would “concentrate 
on what unites us” rather than 
on “what divides us. Let’s con- 
centrate,” he said, “on the com- 
mon devotion and common dedi- 
cation to the great ideals that 
brought you all inte the labor 
movement.” 


The Secretary of Labor reminded 
the delegates that millions of dol 
lars spent on inter-union rivalry be- 
fore the merger of the former AFL 
and former CIO had resulted in a 
net change of only a few thousand 
members—‘“the most expensive re- 
patriafion in the niatory of man- 
kind.” 

Later, in his news conference, 
Goldberg said Labor Dept. statistics 
on labor’s jurisdictional disputes 
show only an “insignificant” num- 
ber of jobs involved. 

Goldberg told the convention that 
the 1957 expulsion of unions which 
did not measure up to the AFL- 
€10 standards was “the finest hour 
of the trade union movement of 
America.” 


Low-Wage Sector 
Goldberg said that one of labor’s 
“unfinished tasks” is to “direct more 
of its attention” to the low-wage 


sector of the economy “where peo- 
ple are drawing substandard wages.” 


By building up the buying power 


in this area, Goldberg said, labor 


would “contribute to the general 
welfare and the business welfare as 
well.” 

Goldberg praised labor’s sup- 
port of the nation’s foreign policy, 
hailed the AFL-CI1O’s “forthright 
stand” on Berlin, and welcomed the 
decision of the Intl. Confederation 
of Free Trade Unions to hold its 
1962 world congress in that city, 

_ “beleaguered outpost of the 
free world.” 
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A Challenge Met 


HE RECORD of the fourth constitutional convention of the 

AFL-CIO is a record of facing up to the many problems and 
challenges confronting the trade union movement and fashioning the 
policies and programs to cope with them. 

Out of the nearly 200 resolutions presented to the convention for 
action, the dozen speeches and the floor discussion, came the 
answers clearly displaying the determination of the labor movement 
to better serve its members, the nation and the free world. 


The adoption of the internal disputes plan marks a great stride 
forward for the labor movement, for in this plan the AFL-CIO 
has created a method for fair and equitable settlement of disputes 
and quarrels within the federation. 


It is the culmination of over two and one-half years of intensive 
effort to provide answers to problems that have troubled the labor 
movement from its historic beginnings 75 years ago. 

-The disputes plan represents the best thinking of the labor move- 
ment and reflects the determination of trade unionists to get on 
with the primary tasks of the union movement in the economic, 
political and social areas without the drag of internal differences. 

The intense attention on the convention floor as the lengthy dis- 
putes plan was read, the sea of hands voting assent and the roar 
of approval that greeted the announcement of adoption was the 
most dramatic testimony to this feeling that there are too many 
other important things to be done. 


kkk 
ONE OF THESE important areas is the final push to wipe out 
all forms of racial discrimination in the nation and the few vestiges 
that remain in some areas of the trade union movement. The 
convention’s civil rights policy is the most comprehensive ever 
adopted by any labor federation and contains importantly strength- 
ened machinery for enforcing the policy adopted by the delegates. 


The convention reflected strongly the feeling that this problem 
also, like the internal disputes problem, must be resolved so that 
there are no divisions within the labor movement as it moves 
forward to grapple with the problems of raising living standards 


the nation and fighting for an economy that can provide jobs 
for all those willing and able to work. 


The delegates shaped policies for a strong and stable economy to} 


cope with continuing high unemployment and job displacement, 
focusing attention on the need for increasing consumer purchasing 
power through higher wages and shorter hours. 


They made it clear that all unions belong in the federation but 
only on the basis of meeting the ethical standards and policies that 
are fundamental to the operations of the AFL-CIO. 

They soberly emphasized their determination to support the free 
world’s struggle for peace and freedom and the federation’s unyield- 
ing opposition to totalitarianism whether of the right or left. 


And with a deep concern they dedicated the labor movement 
once again to the welfare of workers in all countries in building 
strong and enduring free trade unions that would help bring 
decent living standards and social justice. 


In his keynote speech to the convention, AFL-CIO Pres. George 
Meany said simply: “Labor’s job is never done.” 
This theme ran through the convention and affected its every 
action. It must be the theme also of the delegates as they return 
to their home areas to implement the programs and policies adopted 
by this historic convention. 
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ILPA Head Tells Convention: 


AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany, introducing 
Richard C. Howard, president of the Intl. 
Labor Press Association, to the AFL-CIO con- 
vention at Miami Beach for a brief report as a 
fraternal delegate, said: 

“This association is made up of editors and 
staff people who work on labor papers through- 
out the country, This association has been con- 
ducting a real campaign to improve the char- 
acter and content of our labor papers and to 
spread the circulation. I happen to think that 
they are doing a real good job.” 

Following are excerpts from Howard's ad- 
dress to the convention. 


WAS PLEASED TO HEAR Pres. Meany 
credit the labor press for arousing interest and 
support for Labor’s March on Cancer—not only 
among union members, but among influential seg- 
ments of the general public. 


This is another indication that the labor press 
is being read, and increasing its power and pres- 
tige. This progress is necessary and highly desir- 
able, if the labor press is to do its job. 


The job is a tremendous one. The labor 
press provides the only regular full-time media 
designed to keep the union member informed 
of the aims and programs of the trade union 
movement, 


The commercial press will not do this job. In 
fact, most daily newspapers and some of the most 
widely circulated magazines constantly paint a 
distorted and unfavorable image of the trade un- 
ion movement and its most respected leaders. 


If you have doubts on this point, I would com- 
mend for your reading a book entitled “The 
Press” written by A. J. Liebling. The book sur- 
veys the omissions, distortions and fiction in some 
of the country’s best known newspapers and 
magazines. 


Liebling was a guest speaker at the ILPA con- 
vention. He lamented the fact that daily news- 
papers are doing such a poor job of reporting 
the news and suggested that the labor movement 
might find it necessary to establish competitive 
newspapers, particularly in those areas where one 
publisher has a monopoly. 


Perhaps Liebling’s comments might better 
have been made to this audience, for you are 
the trade union leaders who will decide when 


advertising for any publication in the name of the AFL-CIO. 


and where and to what extent the labor moye- 


OK, Let’s Get Going 


Labor Press Job—Informing 
Members—A ‘Tremendous One 


ment will fight back against a monopolistic and 
unfriendly press. 

The labor press can do a more effective job 
but it must be adequately financed. You get only 
what you are willing and able to pay for. 

THE ILPA HAS EXPANDED its program of 
service to the labor movement by publication of 
a booklet entitled “Press Relations.” You will 
be hearing about this publication and we hope 
you will use it and find it helpful. Other publi- 
cations designed to help the labor press editor 
and his union are planned, and one is nearly 
ready for the printer. 

Our organization continues its long fight to 
unmask those phony publications that pose as 
representatives of the labor movement, only for 
the purpose of milking thousands of dollars in 
advertising revenue from gullible businessmen. 
These publications cannot become members of 
the ILPA, for they do not conduct their business 
as required by the ILPA code of ethics. Adop- 
tion of the ILPA code of ethics and living up to 
that code permits member publications to display 
the ILPA emblem, which is now recognized as the 
symbol of the bona fide labor press. 

We do not expect to expose all the racketeers, 
or force them all out of business, for new ones 
seem to spring up as fast as others are exposed. 
But our fight will hurt them where it hurts the 
most, in the\pocketbook. 
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WASHINGTON 
~ Willard Shelton | 


ONE OF THE PROBLEMS California’s Gov. Edmund G. (Pat) 
Brown (D) faces in what appears likely to be a hard fight for 
re-election against former Vice Pres. Nixon next year is the some- 
what colorless image he projects. It may interest people in other 
states to know that by at least one western liberal journal of 
opinion, Brown is rated flatly as “the best governor California 
has had in many~ decades”—and “that includes Earl Warren,” 


now the nation’s Chief Justice but three times elected as the state’s 
Republican chief executive. 


This judgment is expressed in an editorial in Frontier, which 
subtitles itself “the Voice of the New West” and is circulated 
nationally—' ugh not sufficiently, one fears—-as a respected 
magazine of opinion. 

There is always an area of disagreement about a public figure 
among those who support legislation of the kind in which labor 
believes. There are still those who think Roosevelt was a trimmer 
and there are lunatic-fringers who think he was a Communist and 
an arch-plotter who got our Navy scotched in Pearl Harbor. 

Nevertheless, Brown has put together a legislative and administra- 
tive record far more comprehensive than most state executives are 
able to get in a lot more time. 


He got rid of the cross-filing law that made California politics 
a nightmare, producing such results as the nomination of former 
Senator William F. Knowland on both Republican and Demo- 
cratic ballots one year, while the next time around he lost to 
Brown for the governorship by more than a million votes. 


Brown has improved the working conditions and the pay of state 
employes, backed the passage of a fair employment practice law, 
put through California’s first effective water conservation program. 

He has supported a good deal of labor and liberal-backed legis- 
lation, much of which he got through. 

Nixon, however, has obvious pulling power and has carried his 
state four times in elections (though twice, one supposes, anyone 
riding Eisenhower’s coattails would have got through). 

In these circumstances, as Frontier points out, what Brown needs 
badly is enough money to get on television frequently and talk 
about his record. He also needs registered voters who care about 
that kind of thing. The one thing he won’t have is newspaper sup- 
port, and television and campaigns to every town and to factory 
gates are the salvation of the candidate the newspapers want to bury. 

* ok * 


THE STUDENT NEWSPAPER of the University of Mississippi 
recently carried an editorial on so-called “right-to-work” laws 
pointing out that such a law allows “the abnegation of a majority. 
In fact, it encourages it.” 

“It weakens the effectiveness of the union and reduces its chances 
for success,” the editorial continues. 


A union “cannot be solidly united” unless within a shop it can 
establish its security “by the democratic practice of election.” 
And “to deny the desires of a majority is to deny the process of 
democracy itself.” 

The piece, getting right down to cases about Mississippi’s own 
“work law,” ends: 

The law “is no boon to the working man. It is an obstacle to 
his continued improvement. Therefore it must be repealed.” 

The writer signs himself simply “Coleman.” He is a student 
and a son of former Mississippi Gov. J. P. Coleman. The younger 
generation can’t be composed entirely of self-proclaimed “rightists” 
and “conservatives” who spout their apprehension of the past and 
future at NAM conventions. 


* * * 


SEN. CLIFFORD CASE (R-N. J.) is telling his constitutents that 
Pres. Kennedy wiil have to exert great persistence in order to win 
support for his major legislative programs, including school aid, 
from Democratic members of Congress. 

This is true—and Case is a member of the GOP who, a 
triumphant winner as a liberal in his last election fight, has a 
right to say so. A few Republican votes in Charlie Halleck’s 
House, in addition to Democratic votes, would also help. 


CLC Makes Xmas Appeal 
For Royal York Strikers 


Ottawa—Special financial support for Royal York Hotel strikers 
and their families at Christmas has been asked by the Canadian 
Labor Congress in a message to all unions throughout Canada. 

CLC Sec.-Treas, Donald McDonald told officers of all national, 
international and provincial affiliates that the workers, on strike 
for some 31 weeks, need a bit of encouragement at the holiday 
season. 

The strike followed nearly eight months of fruitless negotia- 
tions. Since then, McDonald said, the Canadian Pacific Rail- 
road owners of the hotel have tried to force “unconditional 
surrender” on several hundred workers. 

The big Toronto hotel has been operated by strikebreakers who 
cross the picket lines, manned mostly by women and girls. Top 
civic leaders have refused to cross the lines and many events 
have been canceled because the Musicians and others refuse 
to work without a contract. 

The CLC is pressing for a settlement and lending its support 
to fund-raising activities to tide strikers over the holidays and 
help them brave the usual harsh. weather. 


ne 


For Attacks on Democracy: 


“determined to take us back into 


_|Speakers, Delegates Denounce 
Extremists of ‘Radical Right’ 


Miami Beach—The radical right came under a crossfire from speakers and delegates to the AFL- 
CIO's fourth constitutional convention here. 


Federation Pres. George Meany, in his keynote speech, charged that the John Birch Society seems 


the 19th century” and that its “only consideration in this time of 


the nation’s crisis is to tear down the character and the standing. and the personality of the great 
leaders of this country.” © 


Dr. Martin Luther King also 
likened today’s right-wing extrem- 
ists to “those who in the second 
half. of the 19th century could not 
tolerate organized labor.” 


“Whether it be the ultra-right 
wing in the form of Birch socie- 
ties or the alliance .. . between 
big military and big business, or 
the coalition of southern Dixie- 
crats and northern reactionaries 
—whatever the form, these men- 
aces now threaten everything de- 
cent and fair in American life,” 
Dr. King declared. “Their tar- 
get is labor, liberals and the_Ne- 
gro people... .” 


A convention policy resolution 
on civil liberties and internal secu- 
rity charged that “the resurgence of 
right-wing fanaticism with its now 
Open attacks on democracy and 
democratic institutions constitutes 
a threat not only to our liberties 
but to our national security.” 

The resolution hit particularly the 
linking of the extreme right with 
a few high officers of the armed 
forces, declaring: 


“As we have seen only too often 
in other countries, intervention of 
the military into politics results in 
the undermining of the democratic 
process of government. 


Warren ‘Prime Target’ 


“It is no mere coincidence that 
One of the prime targets of the John 
Birch Society is the Chief Justice 
(Earl Warren). The Supreme Court 
has been one of the forces which 
have served to moderate the hyster- 
ical excesses of reactionary extrem- 
ists. The high court has also been 
the source of an historic advance 
in the desegregation of our public 
schools, aiming to outlaw second- 
class citizenship for a substantial 
minority of our citizens. 


“These attacks on the Supreme 
Court and its chief justice are ir- 
responsible and vicious; they are 


cratic system of government. Their 
impact abroad — especially in the 
newly developing countries—can 
only aid the Kremlin and its allied 
totalitarian forces.” 

The convention also called for 
federal legislation to ban wire 
tapping except under specific 
court order in cases involving 
espionage, treason or kidnapping; 
upheld the unrestricted right to 
a passport and to travel consistent 
with national security, and re- 
jected as “a totalitarian philos- 
ophy” proposals to contravene 


the recent trend to liberalize 
censorship. 

The resolution urged the Ad- 
ministration and Congress to adopt 
standards of fair procedure in the 
conduct of all security programs, 
with guaranteed rights to full con- 
frontation of accusers and cross- 
examination of witnesses; to specific 
charges; to subpoena witnesses; to 
a detailed, written decision; to re- 
consideration of past decisions, and 
to be examined and judged only 
as to the likelihood of unauthorized 
disclosures. 


Building Service Union, 


AFSCME Reach Pact 


Miami Beach—A “memorandum of understanding” on the issue 
of jurisdiction and organizing activities has been agreed to by the 
State, County and Municipal Employes and the Building Service 
Employes, AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany reported to the con- 


vention. 


Meany told the delegates this may® 


not be “world-shaking” but rather 
“it is preliminary, it is a beginning.” 

It is important, Meany added, be- 
cause it brings together in a com- 
mon effort two unions which: have 
been fighting for 25 years. 

He said the presidents of both 
unions had been meeting on the 
problem at his request and had 
reached preliminary agreement on 
the following principles, approved 
in turn by their executive boards: 

@ “The status quo, in terms of 
existing membership patterns, is to 
be maintained during the period of 
this agreement. Each union will 
continue to represent those mem- 
bers presently affiliated and those 
who will during the term of this 
agreement join and remain members 
of either organization.” 

@ “Neither union will raid estab- 
lished, functioning, local unions 
affiliated with the other.” 

@ “Wherever competitive organ- 


designed to undermine our demo- 


ization exists, neither union will 


countenance any name-calling, scur- 
rilous propaganda or any action of 
this type detrimental to the best 
interests of both unions and_ the 
best interests of the labor move- 
ment.” 

e@ “Further meetings between 
the top leadership of the two unions 
will be held to discuss on a. broader 
basis the questions of jurisdiction 
and organizational activity.” 


Flight Engineers 
Re-Elect Brown 


New York—Ron Brown, presi- 
dent of the Flight Engineers since 
August of 1959, was re-elected for 
a two-year term by the union’s exe- 
cutive board at its annual meeting 
here. Also chosen for another 
term was Glenn B. Iverson as 
technical vice president. Still in 
office is Executive Vice Pres. Harry 
S. O’Brien, whose term has not 
expired. 


Labor Urges Civil Defense Buildup, 
Raps Soviet Resumption of Testing 


Miami Beach—An eight-point civil defense program aimed at correcting the failures of previous 
[programs was adopted by the AFL-CIO convention in a resolution that also condemned Soviet 
Russia for its “immoral resumption” of atmospheric nuclear bomb testing. 

“If we do not have a civil defense program that is at least approximately adequate,” the resolu- 
tion warned, “labor strongly believes that no potential aggressor can accept our statements of nuclear 


retaliation as seriously meant. 


kind, one of the demonstrations of 
this intent is a program that will 
hopefully assure some _ enhance- 
ment of the survival of our civil 
population.” 


Program Spelled Out 

The principles the convention 
declared should be embodied in 
a civil defense program include: 

@ Total federal responsibility, 
with rejection as unfeasible of the 
Eisenhower Administration’s policy 
“that the fallout shelter program 
is basically an individual problem.” 

@ A group shelter program. 

@ Federal provision of infor- 
mational and educational material 
and the training of competent civil 
defense leaders. 

@ Adequate warning devices. 

@ Transformation of the Fed- 
eral Radiation Council from an 
advisory to an action agency with 
responsibility for gathering radia- 
tion data and establishing norms of 
radiation exposure, 


“Surely, if we mean to reply in| 


@ Government control over de- 
structible new buildings in cities, 
and compulsory inclusion of shelter 
space in new structures such as 
schools, hospitals and office build- 
ings. 

@ Authority for the President 
to assure that a civil defense pro- 
gram will not be watered down 
and subjected to the military pro- 
gram. 


@ Exploration and exposure to 
public debate of every possible 
means of lessening international 
tensions and of building world law 
and order. 

The resolution called the possi- 
bility of thermonuclear war “ter- 
rifying” because it might reduce 
large areas in many countries, in- 
cluding the United States and Rus- 
sia, to “‘veritable wastelands.” 


“Yet Americans have been 
told that while millions will die, 
some can survive if proper civil. 
defense measures are taken,” the 


resolution said in urging an ad- 
equate program. “As of this 
date, however, there is within the 
‘nation a mass of confusion and 
consternation concerning the 
dread threat. There has been 
no all-out massive preparation 
for the possibility of survival. 


“It is not unreasonable to sup- 
pose that such preparation, while 
it would not guarantee that damage 
would not be done, would guaran- 
tee that an informed people: would 
do: the best possible to meet an 
almost unimaginable circumstance, 
nor is it unreasonable to suppose 
that adequate civil defense meas- 
ures would add some slight deter- 
rent in the minds of the Soviet 
leaders who might seek thermo- 
nuclear war... 

“Even if there were no deterrent, 
the United States owes it to itself 
and to its people to have done 
everything possible to enhance 
mathematical chances of survival 
if War comes.” 
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Delegates Listened, Debated—Acted | 4, 


: a . : - i d faces cheering dele. 
AFL-CIO VICE PRES. GEORGE M. HARRISON, chairman of THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES comes to the convention and ; 
Committee on Resolutions, reports to the convention on proposals gates and visitors as AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany waits for audience to quiet: before presenting 
recommended by the committee for action by the delegates. Harri- Kennedy for his address, The President asked labor’s support. Meany replied for America’s trade 
son is president of the Railway Clerks. ppapnetiaceincnrecooulbe etiam. ent. “ a /, 
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MORE THAN 300 members of the working press, including reporters and photographers for all : 
media, covered the AFL-CIO’s fourth constitutional convention, where in five days the delegates ‘Mi 
acted on major issues confronting the federation and its affiliates. They filed a total of 567,000 words Adm 
over Western Union facilities. Some convention highlights were carried “live” on television. ‘9 prope 


FREDERIC F.GUIRMA | MOHAMED ABDERRAZAK 
FOUR AFRICAN trade union leaders are convention speakers. 
Chennaf, from Algeria; Azzedine, from Tunisia; Guirma, from 
the Upper Volta; Abderrazak, from Morocco. 


CITATION IS PRESENTED to AFL-CIO by Oliver G. Willits as FEE 

(left) for cooperation of American workers and their unions with the HERE IS SCENE as convention Committee on Resolutions met to discuss, amend, and take action ing « 
United Community Campaigns. Citation goes to Pres. Meany and proposing either concurrence or non-concurrence with hundreds of resolutions offered by delegates In 
to Vice Pres. Joseph A. Beirne, chairman of AFL-CIO’s Com- during course of AFL-CIO convention. Committee work went on during evenings and weekend as conv 
munity Services Committee. well as during convention sessions. ai 
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Health Care for Age _ 


Anderson-King Bill 
Gets ‘Must’ Backing 


Miami Beach—AFL-CIO Pres. 


George Meany described health 


care for the aged under social security as “a very definite must” on 
the federation’s legislative program as the convention voted a 
strong endorsement of the Anderson-King Bill. 

The resolution declared that neither private insurance nor the 


public assistance approach of the 
Kerr-Mills Act of 1960 has met the 
test Of providing “the broad pro- 
tection required for the great ma- 
jority of the aged who have low 
incomes.” 
_.The labor-backed bill introduced 
Sen. Clinton P. Anderson (D- 
N.M.) and Rep. Cecil R. King (D- 
Calif.) would provide health insur- 
ance as a matter of right to retired 
workers and their families. The 
program would be financed through 
an increase in the social security tax 
paid by employers and employes. 
The convention charged the 
American Medical Association with 
“spending huge sums on false and 
misleading propaganda.” The con- 
vention also blasted the AMA for 
“exerting improper pressures on 
organizations and patients” in an 
effort to deefat the social insurance 
approach. : 


Meany, speaking on the resolu- 
tion after several delegates had tes- 
tified to the importance of the bill 
to retired workers, said he consid- 
ets the issue “one of the most im- 
portant” on the domestic scene. 

* He added: 
*« “There is hardly a family in 
America that is not affected by 


Struck Rutland Railway 
Rejects Arbitration Bid 
Washington — Four. railroad 
brotherhoods accepted a proposal 
Sec. of Labor Arthur J. Gold- 
rg that they submit differences 
ith the Rutland Railway to final 
and binding arbitration, but the 
tarrier rejected the suggestion. 


parts-of New York, is being con- 
tinued by the Locomotive Firemen 
& Enginemen, Trainmen, Conduc- 
tors & Brakemen and Locomotive 


Engineers. 


this problem of what we can do 
to meet the cost of medical care 
for the elderly people.” 

Retired workers with small pen- 
sions, he pointed out, “cannot af- 
ford. to get sick. They cannot af- 
ford to fight the catastrophic ill- 
nesses that sometimes come with 
old age.” 

“The only practical way to han- 
dle this sort of a situation,” Meany 
said, “is to place it under social 
security, where people will build 
up over the years the equity that 
is needed when they get on in years 
and have these serious illnesses.” 

He told the delegates that labor 
has “the full backing of the Presi- 
dent of the United States” in. its 
drive for enactment of the Ander- 
son-King Bill. 

The convention resolution 
called on the House Ways & 
Means Committee, which held 
hearings on the Anderson-King 
Bill last summer, to “promptly 
report” the measure “so that the 
House of Representatives and 
the Senate can act favorably this 
spring.” 

It noted that the issue is not a 
partisan one and pointed to en- 
dorsement by the governing coun- 
cil of the American Public Health 
Association as “the latest evidence 
of the soundness” of the social se- 
curity approach. 

The resolution pointed out that 
the Anderson-King Bill would 
“supplement, not replace,” private 
insurance and public assistance. 

‘Delegates declared in the resolu- 
tion that “our members are willing 
to pay contributions necessary to 
assure more adequate protection 
for their aged parents and for their 
own years of retirement.” 

They supported provisions of the 
Anderson-King Bill calling for both 
a higher social security tax rate and 
a higher wage base on which social 
security taxes are based. 


Save Our Resources, 


Convention 


‘Miami Beach—The AFL-CIO 


Asks U.S. 


has called on Congress and the 


Administration to give “high priority” to programs to conserve and 
properly develop the nation’s “great but not unlimited” natural 


resources. 


+ The federation also gave convention endorsement to a “full-scale 


fuclear power development pro-% 


gram,” aimed at making the cost 
of power generated by atomic fuel 
Competitive with conventional 


| @urces of energy. 


‘While welcoming signs of a new 
fnse of urgency by the Kennedy 
Administration, the convention res- 
Olution noted critically that steps 
foward a unified federal resources 
policy have been “hesitant half 
Measures, lacking the decisiveness 
that the situation demands.” 


The convention called on the 
federal government to meet its 
Fesponsibilities as “the American 
People’s principal. steward of 
their natural resources.” 

' The resolution asked: 


-.@ River basin development pro- 
ffams based on the Tennessee Val- 
ky Authority approach. 
».@ “Higher priority and more 
Adequate financing” for programs 
® develop inexpensive techniques 
for desalting ocean and brackish 
Water. 
@ Federal aid in stabilizing 
Ptices of minerals and in assisting 
Communities affected by the clos- 
mg of mines. Wee 

In the atomic power area, the 
Convention declared that existing 
tubsidy programs to private utili- 


¥ 


ties for development of nuclear 


‘power “have not produced the 


needed results.” 

_ The resolution warned against 
proposals-to allow the federal gov- 
ernment “to divert itself of special 
nuclear. .materials —the fuel of 
atomic power plants—and pass the 
ownership to monopoly and large 
business.”. 

Tt called for a reversal of ' the 
cOfgressional decision not to per- 
mit’-use Of waste steam from the 
Hanford, Wash., plutonium plant 
to’ génerate electric power. 

“The Hanford plant power con- 
version features must and will be 
built,” the conyention declared. 

The convention also called for 
strengthening of the Federal Ra- 
diation Committee with responsi- 
bility for establishing “minimum 
safe levels” of radiation in the 

United States. ¢ 

Such an agency, the resolution 
declared, would be a source of in- 
formation about fallout hazards 
and would coordinate research “on 
the effects of low level doses: of 
radiation’ on human beings.” 

Also endorsed was a proposal 
for federal grants-in-aid for re- 
search in the natural resources 
field. : 


THREE DELEGATES are snapped by photographer on convention floor. They are Elizabeth Trip- 


pett, IBEW; Mildred Homslo, Flint Glass Workers; Kay Frances Smith, Glass Bottle Blowers. 


+ 


Soviets Condemned 
For Anti-Semitism 

Miami Beach—The AFL- 
CIO convention has con- 
demned “the renewed Soviet 
campaign of anti-Semitism 
and the persecution of other 
minority peoples’ in the 
USSR.” 

The adopted resolution said 
“these inhuman policies” ex- 
pose Soviet rulers as violators 
of the ideals of the United 
Nations Charter and the De- 
claration of Human Rights. 

The resolution ‘said the 
Soviet government recently 
tried and convicted in secret 
the most prominent leaders 
of the Jewish community in 
Leningrad “on the trumped- 
up charge of anti-state activi- 
ties.” 

Jewish lay leaders in Mos- 
cow and other Soviet cities 
also have been put on secret 
trial, convicted and _ given 
heavy jail sentences, the re- 
solution said. 


Pension Insurance 


Proposal Backed 


Miami Beach—The AFL-CIO 
has called for establishment of a 
federal system for reinsuring priv- 
ate pension funds to protect the 
millions of workers whose savings 
could be wiped out overnight by 
company failure or technological 
change. 

The convention resolution noted 
that the government during the 
great depression solved the prob- 
lem of loss of savings through bank 
failure by passing the Federal De- 
posit Insurance Corporation Act. 
This reinsured bank deposits. 


Because public policy is affect- 
ed, the resolution continued, priv- 
ate pension trusts should be re- 
quired to obtain reinsurance from 
a new agency along the lines of 
the FDIC. 


Present tax law properly grants 
privileged treatment to corporate 
pension trusts where there is protec- 
tion provided to beneficiaries, the 
AFL-CIO said, and the same should 
apply under the proposed federal re- 
insurance agency contingent on pay- 
ment of a premium. 


U.S. Standards Sought 
For Jobless Benefits 


Miami Beach—Federal standards are needed to correct “basic 
deficiencies” in state unemployment insurance programs, the AFL- 
CIO declared in a convention resolution. 

The convention noted that only a minority of workers covered 
by state jobless insurance laws now are eligible for benefits equal 


to as much as half their wages. 
“This falls far short of the stand- 

ards incorporated when the system 

began,” the resolution declared. 


Federal benefit standards and 
_“a larger federal role in the 
financial structure” would enable 
the system to meet its purposes 
more effectively, the convention 
said, pending a “comprehensive 
overhauling” under a single fed- 
eral program, which the AFL- 
CIO favors. 


Pres. John F. Kennedy told the 
convention earlier that he would 
seek such nationwide standards in 
the next session of Congress to 
place the jobless insurance system 
on a “permanent rational basis.” 

The convention resolution said 
federal legislation should set mini- 
mum requirements on the duration 
of benefits, eligibility, and disquali- 
fication provisions of state unem- 
ployment insurance laws. 

It is charged that the emphasis 
so far has been on temporary ex- 
tension of benefits during recession 
periods and that the wage insur- 
ance purposes of the program 4re 
being neglected even as new prob- 
lems arise in the form of long-term 
unemployment resulting from eco- 
nomic displacement. 


States Not Free 


“There is no indication that the 
states can free themselves to place 
primary emphasis on benefit ade- 
quacy and the needs of unem- 
ployed workers,” the resolution as- 
serted. 

“Instead,” it said, “the states con- 
tinue to emphasize low tax rates, 
small tax bases, low reserve peril 
points and other characteristics of 
cheap financing. Experience rat- 
ing schemes function not to stabil- 
ize employment but rather as an 
arsenal of tax-reducing techniques. 
Competition among the states for 
industrial development continues to 
emphasize_ tax-reducing methods 
and thereby undercuts any experi- 


Insurance Agents Backed 


Miami Beach—The AFL-CIO 
convention has acted to strengthen 
the strike weapon of the Insurance 
Workers. 

Delegates approved a resolution 
urging AFL-CIO state central bod- 
ies to seek legislation protecting 
insurance policies from lapsing be- 
cause of non-payment of premiums 
during a strike or labor-manage- 
ment controversy. 


Sec.-Treas. William A. Gillen 
of the Insurance. Workers ex- 
plained that the effectiveness of 
an insurance strike depended on 
stopping the sale of new insur- 
ance policies and also on stopping 


the flow of premiums into the 
company’s coffers. 

Thus, Gillen went on, “some of 
our dearest and closest friends and 
most ardent supporters find them- 
selves compelled to scab on our 
strikes in order to keep their in- 
surance in force.” ; 

Gillen also pointed out that the 
National Labor Relations Board in 
early December broke a 17-year- 
old rule which held only a state- 
wide unit was appropriate for in- 
surance employes. This and the 
proposed legislation, he added, will 
enable the union more effectively to 
face up to such giants as Metropoli- 
tan Life, Prudential, John Hancock 
and others. 


Lrecommended by the 


mentation and modernization of the 
program. 

“The prospects for a restoration 
of unemployment insurance and 
adaptations to new economic needs 
depend on federai action, both to 
remove benefit standards from de- 
structive competition among states 
and to provide for national financ- 
ing of the long-term unemployment 
that is caused by nationwide eco- 
nomic displacement.” 

The resolution went on to pledge: 

@ Support of the McCarthy- 
King Bill, which would raise week- 
ly benefits and make them avail- 
able for the long-term unemployed, 
extend protection to those now de- 
nied any wage insurance, and im- 
prove the financial structure of the 
system by providing some measure 
of equalization of cost and broad- 
ening of the tax base. 

@ Continuéd efforts to elimi- 
nate experience rating, remove em- 
ployer interference with the ad- 
ministration of the program, dis- 
courage underfinancing of trust 
funds for purposes of industrial de- 
velopment, and assure the applica- 
tion of sound principles of social 
insurance financing. 

@ Efforts at both federal and 
state levels to expand coverage of 
jobless insurance. 

@ Support for suitable, specially- 
financed state plans to cover em- 
ployes of non-profit institutions, so 
long as such plans do not adversely 
affect the established program. 


AmendmentsVoted 


To Constitution 


Miami Beach—Delegates to the 
AFL-CIO convention by the re- 
quired two-thirds vote approved the 
following constitutional changes 
Executive 
Council: 

@ The newly chartered Food and 
Beverage Trades Dept. was given 
equal status with other departments 
by the amendment of Section 1, 
Article XII. 

@ The Committee on Organiza- 
tion was made a standing commit-" 
tee by the amendment of Section 1, 
Article XIII. The committee was 
given responsibility for developing 
organizing policies and programs; 
it. was specified an amendment 
“shall in no way affect the jurisdic- 
tion” of affiliated unions. 

,_@ The retirement compensation 
of AFL-CIO executive officers and 
their spouses, as covered by Sec- 
tion 9, Article V, was changed. The 
retirement compensation for the 
president and secretary-treasurer is 
to be equal to 60 percent of their 
highest annual salary; if, after at- 
taining eligibility, the executive offi- 
cer shall die, either before or after 
retirement, the surviving widow 
shall receive an annual annuity of 
30: percent computed on the same 
basis as the officers’ benefits. 
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ica speaks from convention floor a 


trade policy for future, coupled with effective safeguards against 


job loss by American workers. 


PRES. WILLIAM POLLOCK of Textile Workers Union of Amer- 


s delegates discuss bold two-way 


Citation Hails Labor’s 
United Funds Support 


Miami Beach—Organized labor was thanked for its long and 
~. active support of united community campaigns and AFL-CIO Pres. 
George Meany was awarded a citation by Chairman Oliver G. Wii- 
lits of the United Community Campaigns of America during the 


‘AFL-CIO convention. 


Willits said labor had contributed® 
millions of dollars over the years 
and provided leadership as officers 
of community welfare councils, 
United Funds and Community 
Chests and in United Way cam- 
paigns. 

“Organized labor, along with 
business and industrial corpora- 
tions, has put its spirit and strength 
into building a system’ of commu- 
nity services designed to make cer- 
tain that no one who needs help is 
neglected and that this help is pro- 
vided quickly, efficiently and eco- 
nomically,” he said. 


Willits presented to Meany a 
plaque expressing appreciation 
“for his distinguished contribu- 
tion of personal time and interest 
and for the generous support of 


U.S. Agency Endorsed 


To Protect Consumers 


Miami Beach—The AFL-CIO 


to establish a Dept. of Consumers in the federal government and 
to create select congressional committees to investigate consumer 


problems. 


A resolution adopted by the convention said labor must take 2 


the American labor movement, 
on behalf of the millions of peo- 
ple helped through the progress 
and services of the 28,000 agen- 
cies supported through the na- 
tion’s United Funds and Commu- 
nity Chests.” 

Meany, responding, said that 
“while this plaque is dedicated to 
me-——and I appreciate it very much 
—it is really meant for the AFL- 
ClO and particularly for the active 
trade unionists who take part in our 
community service work under Joe 
Beirne, chairman of our committee, 
and Leo Perlis as director of our 
Community Services Activities.” 

Beirne, an AFL-CIO vice presi- 
dent and Executive Council mem- 
ber, is also president of the Com- 
munications Workers. 


convention endorsed proposals 


sumer protection in behalf of its 
own members and the consuming 
public at large. 

The resolution called for: 

@ Legislation to “bring down 
the high price on_ prescription 
drugs, combat misleading advertis- 
ing by drug companies, and im- 
prove the safety and usefulness of 
drug products generally.” 

@ Enactment of a federal 
“truth-in-lending” law requiring 
full disclosure of all finance charges 
On installment purchases and loans 
“both in dollars and cents and in 


UAW-Mack Truck Pact 
Ends 7-Week Strike 


New York—Some 4,000 Mack 
Truck Co. employes returned to 
work after verbal agreement was 
reached by management and the 
Auto Workers on a new contract 
covering plants in Allentown, Pa., 
Somerville, N. J., and Cortland, 
N. Y. The workers, on strike for 
seven weeks, will vote when the 


“leading role” in the field of ee 


terms of a true annual interest 
rate.” 

@ Stronger protection of cor- 
sumers by states to curb debt pooi- 
ers, repeal wage assignment laws 
and reform “unreasonable” wage 
garnishment laws. 

-@ Widespread extension of the 
principles of the consumer coopera- 
tive. movement and expansion of 
credit: unions, with support from 
unions, as a proven means of en- 
couraging thrift and as a source of 
personal loans at a low rate of in- 
terest.” 

@ Greater authority for the Fed- 
eral Trade Commission in policing 
misleading advertising and decep- 
tive merchandising and packaging 
practices. 

@ Stronger powers for the Food 
& Drug Administration in behaif 
of the consuming public, including 
authority to require manufacturers 
to pre-test therapeutic devices and 
cosmetic products for safety. 

@ Defeat of all proposals to per- 
mit fixing of retail prices under 
so-called Fair Trade Laws, whether 


Expelled Unions Must Meet Test: 


By Willard Shelton 


Compliance With Constitution 
Ruled Price of Readmission 


Miami Beach—The AFL-CIO convention told the Teamsters union and other former affiliates 
expelled in 1957 on findings of corrupt leadership that they would regain affiliation by satisfying - 
the Executive Council they have put themselves in compliance with the federation’s constitution 
and its “rules, laws, standards and policies.” 

A resolution adopted by the convention instructed the council 


to “give consideration” to any 


application for reaffiliation from an 
expelled union in the light of ‘exist- 
ing AFL-CIO.rules and the “cur- 


‘}rent situation” within the applicant 


union, ©)" : 
“So that there ‘will be no misun- 
derstanding,” AFL-CIO Pres. 
George Meany declared from the 
platform, “if and when” the Execu- 
tive Council gets a reaffiliation ap- | 
plication from the Teamsters, the 
council “will act—there is no doubi 
about that—under the constitution 
that was written by the people in 
this room—not by me.” 


“I thought it was a pretty good 
constitution,” Meany said. “I am 
not the author. But as long as 
it is there, it is the Bible so far 
as I am concerned.” 


The convention resolution in- 
structed the council, if it is assured 
that an applicant union is now op- 
erated so as to “protect the rights 
of all affiliates’ and in harmony 
with basic federation principles, “to 
proceed with such reaffiliation.” 

AFL-CIO Vice Pres. Joseph A. 

Beirne in floor debate read the rec- 
ord on the expulsion of the Team- 
sters by the 1957 federation con- 
vention. ; 
Everything was done in public, he 
declared, and in application of the 
publicly-known AFL-CIO consti- 
tution and codes. The Teamsters 
made an appearance before the ap- 
peals committee of that convention 
and the committee “reported in 
open session.” After hours of de- 
bate, the convention “voted over- 
whelmingly to expel.” 

Beirne continued: 

Record Was ‘Overwhelming’ 

“You don’t wipe out charges 
with sweet words . . . We expelled 
because the record was overwhelm- 
ing against the ethics which we had 
also adopted after open debate, 
after frank and free exchange.” 

In discussing readmission of the 
Teamsters, he said: “We have to 
consider whether we want those 
ethics still to stand . . . I have 
heard nobody say, ‘let us repeal 
them.’ ” 

Lashing at verbal assaults on the 
AFL-CIO by Teamsters Pres. James 
R. Hoffa since his union’s conven- 
tion last July, Beirne said the AFL- 
CIO could not “back away” from 
its own findings against the Team- 
sters because the union’s member- 
ship “may look attractive.” 


Let the Teamsters ask us to 
“measure them,” he said, and we 
will “make the determination to 
see whether or not they are fit; 
make it fairly, squarely, accord- 
ing to our constitution, our ethics 
and our facts—-not television, not 
the newspaper stories.” 


Approval of the resolution by the 
convention followed a half hour of 
floor debate marked by several ex- 
changes. 

AFL-CIO Vice Pres. Joseph Cur- 
ran said he supported the resolution 
as formulated but said, in regard 
to Teamster raids on AFL-CIO affil- 
iates and the AFL-CIO decision to 
charter seceded Teamster locals, 
that this was the “wrong approach.” 

The Teamsters and Hoffa have 
been cleared of various charges in 
court, he said, and “we don’t have 
a free labor movement if we allow 
people on the outside like (Attor- 
ney Gen. Robert F.) Bob Kennedy” 
to tell us how to run it. 

Curran said Hoffa ought to be 


pact has been reduced to writing. 


state or federal. 


brought back in” he must “make a 
proper request” and “stop the non- 
sense” of raiding and of public 
statements that cause “anger and 
aggravation and irritation.” 
Delegate Michael Quill said a 
Transport Workers’ convention pro- 
posal for reaffiliation of the Team- 
sters was “flushed down the drain” 
by the Executive Council in its Oc- 
tober meeting. He said that Hoffa 
was victimized by “trial by televi- 
sion,” while “General Motors, Gen- 
eral Electric and U. S. Steel” were 
not “tried by television.” 

Delegate Patrick E. Gorman of 
the Meat Cutters said that if a five- 


member committee were appointed, 


‘Buy Union’ 


“most of the things we are now con- 
sidering that keep these people out 
of the federation can be dissipated 
in the thin air” and the Teamsters 
would be “‘back in” before the con- 
vention ended. : 

Delegate Paul Hall of the Seafar- 
ers said nothing could harm the 
interests of the Teamsters more than 


|to have “apologists” for Hoffa, “who 


is a fink from his very heart.” 

If anyone thinks “we should 
make a special arrangement for any 
special union” to get it into affilia- 
tion, Meany said, the constitution 
itself provides a manner in which 
it can be amended and that should 
be the approach. 


Drive Seen 


Potent Labor Weapon 


Miami Beach—The AFL-CIO has called on union members 
and their families to use their “power as consumers” to strengthen 
the labor movement through supporting the union label principle. 

In a resolution pledging “greater support than ever before” to 
the work of the AFL-ClO Union Label & Service Trades Dept., 


PS 


“The economic power of Ameri- 
ca’s millions of union members is 
virtually invulnerable. No law, no 
community opposition, no anti-un- 
ion employer can prevent union 
members from spending their dol- 
lars in behalf of their own union 
standards.” 

The convention called on affil- 
ijated unions and city and state 
central bodies to intensify their 
efforts “in educating their mem- 
bers concerning the vital necessity 
for demanding union labels, shop 
cards and service buttons when 
spending their union - earned 
wages.” 

Speaking in support of the resolu- 
tion, AFL-CIO Vice Pres. Jacob S. 
Potofsky called on the labor move- 
ment to “join hands” in making 
the union label a major tool in 
“the greatest organizing campaign 
in our history, not in behalf of one 
union or another alone, but in 
behalf of all labor.” 

The label, said Potofsky, stands 
for “all that we have accomplished 
for our own members and for the 
nation.” 

He pointed out that “billions of 
dollars are spent each year by the 
millions of union members and their 
families” and declared: 

“If those dollars we spend could 
be harnessed to our own welfare 
and our own goals, what could 
stand in our way?” ; 

He called for “a massive educa- 
tional campaign, coupled with the 
determined use of our consumer 
power” to help keep the labor 
movement growing. 

The convention also adopted re- 
solutions proclaiming Union Label 
Week and urging participation by 
all wnions and fair employers in 
the annual Union-Industries Show. 


Also adopted was a resolution 
introduced by the Ladies’ Gar- 


Forest Access Roads 


Urged to Halt Waste 


Miami Beach—An expanded pro- 
gram of construction of access 
roads into forest areas of the United 
States and Canada was urged by the 
AFL-CIO convention in the hope of 
salvaging timber that now goes to 


notified that if he “wants to be 


waste when it is ripe for harvesting 


the convention declared: 2 


ment Workers calling on the 
AFL-CIO Executive Council te 
study the possibility of “a single 
unified label to be used by all 
AFL-CIO affiliates.” 

A similar proposal, discussed at 
the recent Union Label & Service 
Trades Dept. convention, is being 
studied by that department’s execu- 
tive Board. It would encourage 
use of a standard union label design 
within which each union would 
have its own identifying label. 


Unions Urged 
To Invest in 
Home Building 


Miami Beach—Affiliated unions 
were urged by Pres. George Meany 
to take advantage of the AFL-CIO 
investment counseling service set 
up under a resolution passed by the 
Executive Council at a meeting im 
August 1961. , 

He spoke after Alexander Book- 
staver, head of the department, had 
shown how unions—particularly 
those with a voice in the control of 
large welfare, retirement and insur- 
ance funds—could increase the 
earnings on their money by having 
it invested in government-insured 
mortgages. 

Beokstaver explained that the 
service was created to help un- 
ions with investment problems, 
and specifically to “encourage 
retirement, welfare and general 
trade unions funds to invest in 
government-guaranteed and in- 
sured mortgage and construction 
loans.” 

The purpose, he said, is to stim- 
ulate housing and employment, to 
provide a more adequate interest 
return on the invested funds, and 
to make mortgage financing avail- 
able at reasonable ra -s. 

“This department is at all times 
prepared to advise and counsel all 
affiliates with their current invest- 
ment problems,” he said, “as it be- 
lieves labor’s funds can be effec- 


of housing.” 
Meany said “the entire program 
makes sense, and I recommend it 


because crews cannot reach it, 
‘ *°* 


to every organization.” 
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Miami Beach—The AFL-CIO 


broad program of federal aid to education, including both school 
construction grants and funds to help pay teachers’ salaries. 

“Crowded classrooms, obsolete equipment, and a shortage of 
qualified teachers” are the result of past neglect of the nation’s 


has asked Congress to enact a 


educational system, a convention 
resolution declared. 

The federation also sought a 
“long-overdue” program of, feder- 
ally financed college scholarships 
and asked for federal assistance to 
help meet the cost of “necessary ex- 
pansion of college facilities.” 

“Higher education is a public 
responsibility,” the convention 
emphasized. 

The resolution sought “expanded 
and improved” programs of ap- 
prenticeship and vocational train- 
ing, declared National Defense Act 
funds should be used to train skilled 
workers rather than technicians, and 
sought special aid for the schooling 
of children of migratory workers. 

The AFL-CIO criticized the 
“much too slow pace” of school de- 
segregation, calling for “decisive 
federal action” to enforce the Su- 
preme Court’s 1954 decision. 

Finally, the convention said, “the 
schools in a democratic nation 
should themselves be democratic 
institutions.” 


Special Interest Pressures 
Educators “should be free from 


the pressures of special interest 


organizational effort.” 


groups which may seek to use the| 
schools for their own purposes,” 


the AFL-CIO declared. The con-! 


vention backed the efforts of organ- 
ized teachers to establish the right 
of collective bargaining and said 
this drive “should have the sup- 
port of all who believe in better 
schools.” 

The resolution pointed out that 
only federal taxing power can “in- 
sure educational opportunity in a 
nation of states which have unequal 
resources.” 

Federal aid should include im- 
proved testing and guidance facili- 
ties, the resolution declared, “espée- 
cially in schools serving large num- 
bers of low income families.” 

A companion resolution empha- 
sized the importance of labor edu- 
cation programs carried on by un- 
ions and central bodies. 


It commended groups which 
have carried on effective pro- 
grams and urged all affiliates and 
central bodies to establish edu- 
cational committees and pro- 
grams in cooperation with the 
AFL-CIO Dept. of Education. 


Broader Drive Mapped 


Among Farm Workers 


Miami Beach—A broader and more intensive campaign to organ- 
ize Farm Workers was projected by the AFL-CIO convention here. 
The delegates adopted a resolution calling on the federation and 
all affiliated unions “to lend their support to the agricultural worker 


the organizational undertaking fi- 
nancially, by publicity in their news- 
papers and magazines, by coopera- 
tion in the legislative effort on be- 
half of the hired farm workers, and 
by direct coordination with the ac- 
tual organization effort.” 

AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany 
hit as “wishful thinking” reports 
from California that labor was 
dropping its support of the Agri- 
cultural Workers Organizing 
Committee. 

“We have revised our campaign. 
We intend to extend it into various 
areas,” Meany declared. He said 
complete cooperation is being given 
by the California State AFL-CIO 
and local central bodies. 

“Any newspaperman listening in 
can carry the news to California 
that the AFL-CIO is not getting out 
of the agricultural campaign,” 
Meany added. 

AFL-CIO Vice Pres. Walter P, 
Reuther, also president of the Auto 
Workers, announced that all un- 


Convention Backs 


FCC Law Changes 


Miami Beach—A proposal that 
the AFL-CIO seek amendment of 
the Federal Communications Act 
to protect the rights of employes of 
holders of permits or licenses is- 
sued by the Federal Communica- 
tions Commission was unanimously 
approved by the AFL-CIO conven- 

Specifically urged were an amend- 
Ment giving a union representing 
the employes the right to appear 
before the FCC as a party in inter- 
est and another authorizing the 
Commission to require, as a condi- 
tion of approval of any action re- 
quested of it, that, there be “fair and 
equitable treatment” of employes. 


It urged the unions “to support® 


ions would be solicited for help in 
the farm worker drive. 

“We are going to come to you 
and we hope that you will contrib- 
ute to the raising of funds to carry 
on this fight,” he declared. 

Al Hartnett, secretary-treasurer 
of the Electrical, Radio and Ma- 
chine Workers, described the sub- 
standard conditions of farm worker 
families and protested their exclu- 
sion from the natién’s social and 
labor legislation. He urged “active, 
urgent, vigorous” action by labor. 

Harry Van Arsdale, president of 
the New York City Central Labor 
Council, announced that the Com- 
mittee on Exploitation of Migrant 
Farm Workers—a group within an 
affiliate of the CLC—has offered “a 
full-time organizer to work in any 
campaign you undertake.” 

The resolution expressed the aim 
of “a secure and decent livelihood 
for farm proprietors and farm la- 
borers-alike.” It supported the Ken- 
nedy Administration farm policies. 
'» Noting that 5 percent of the na- 
tion's farms—“the largest and most 
profitable’”—account for 70 percent 
of all expenditures for farm labor, 
the resolution urged a series of leg- 
islative safeguards. 

The resolution urged Congress 
to end the exclusion of farm 
workers from legal protection of 
their right to organize and from 
the federal wage-hour law and 
urged fuller coverage under the 
social security system. 

The resolution also called for an 
overhaul in the administration of 
policies affecting farm workers. 

It commended Kennedy for his 
pledge to ensure that public law 78 
—covering the import of some 400,- 
0600 Mexican nationals a year—will 
be administered in a way so as to 
end its adverse effect on American 


Strong Support Given Aid to 
State Resources Held 
Inadequate for Need — 


WILLIAM DODGE 


WILLIAM WEBBER 


Schools 


CLAUDE BARTLETT 


TUC Fraternal Delegate Hails 
Success of British Health Plan 


Miami Beach—The British National Health Service is so tremendous a success that “any politi- 
cian bold enough to advocate (its) abandonment would be committing political suicide,” the AFL- 
CIO convention here was told by Claude Bartlett, a fraternal delegate from the British Trades Un- 


ion Congress. 


Bartlett was one of three fraternal delegates appearing before the convention. He was accom- 


panied by a second delegate from® 


the TUC, William Webber. Wil- 
liam Dodge, executive vice presi- 
dent of the Canadian Labor Con- 
gress, represented his nation’s trade 
union movement. 

Ninety percent of the British peo- 
ple have chosen voluntarily to par- 
ticipate in the National Health 
Service, Bartlett told the AFL-CIO 
delegates. A proposal to abandon 
it “would not get the votes of the 
patients” and would be “lucky” to 
get a “tiny handful” of votes among 
“doctors or dentists, nurses or tech- 
nicians.” 

British labor now is concerned 
about an increase in fees that are 
a substitute, to some extent, for 
tax support of the health service, 
Bartlett said. But since 1948 the 
service “has won public blessing 
and medical approval.” 

“It has survived a searching scru- 
tiny of its costs by an independent 
investigating committee headed by 
one of the nation’s leading econo- 
mists. Step by step the forward- 
looking critics make converts 
among the conservatives,” said Bart- 
lett. 

Unions in Britain, as those of the 
US, are now living through “one of 
their most testing times,” with the 
Conservative Party government 
making “an assault on principles 
and practices which we believe to 
be essentials in the conduct of in- 
dustrial relations,” Webber told the 
convention. 

This assault, he said, takes the 
form of what the government calls 
a pay “pause,” meaning in effect a 
“freeze,” and of severe restrictions 
on consumer credit and taxes on 
consumer goods. 


White Collar Unions Militaut 

White collar workers are “espe- 
cially vulnerable,” Webber said, but 
their unions are strong and militant, 
and “may well emerge stronger” 
than before as a result of their re- 
sistance to the pay “pause.” 

British labor, he said, “wel- 
comed” the government’s decision 
to open negotiations on British par- 
ticipation in the great new trading 
area of Europe’s Common Market. 
The exact terms of unification will 
be studied to see how they effect 
“the issues that matter most—full 
employment and higher living stand- 
ards.” 

Speaking as Canada’s fraternal 
delegate, Dodge reported on de- 
velopment of the New Democratic 
Party—a joint enterprise of the La- 
bor Congress and of the former 
Cooperative Commonwealth Party. 

Explaining why Canadian labor 
felt driven to help organize its own 


farm workers. 


political party, Dodge said flatly: 


“I was enthralled as I listened 
te the address of Pres. Kennedy” 
to the AFL-CIO convention. “No 
politician in Canada associated 
with the old political parties has 
ever talked that kind of language. 
And no politician pays the Cana- 
dian Labor Congress the high 
compliment of coming and lay- 
ing before it the program upon 
which he speaks and hopes to 
have its assistance.” 

The political program of Cana- 
dian labor is highly developed, 
Dodge said. It includes economic 
planning to meet the “abject fail- 
ure” of existing policies to solve the 
“acute” problem of unemployment, 
and a Bill of Rights that would 
“adequately protect freedom of 
speech and assembly and prevent 
racial and religious discrimination 
of any kind.” 


“complete system of social insur- 
ance including .comprehensive 
health insurance. We are not fright- 
ened by people who call it socialized 
medicine—in fact we call it that 
ourselves sometimes.” 


Dodge said Canadian union mem- 
bers have a “deep sense of loyalty” _ 
to the international organizations 
with headquarters in the U.S. and 
added “guiding rules” by which 
U.S. trade unionists could help keep 
things that way. 


@ “Don’t treat Canadians as if 
they were Texans or New Yorkers. 
Canadians are very determined not 
to be regarded as a Sist state.” 


@ “Remember that French is one 
of the official languages of Canada” 
and that unions with membership 
in Quebec “should be prepared to 
accommodate the French-speaking 
sector.” 


It also includes, he declared, a 


Wage Equality Backed 


Miami Beach—The AFL-CIO 


For Federal Workers 


has backed up the claim of fed- 


eral government employes for wages and working conditions “at 


least comparable” to those preva 


iling in private industry. 


In approving a resolution submitted by 22 unions affiliated with 
the AFL-CIO Government Employes Council, the convention called 


for: < 


@ A pay raise for both postal 
and classified government employes. 

® Union recognition, including 
dues checkoff and arbitration of 
disputes. 

@ Exclusion of civil service re- 
tirement benefits from the federal 
income tax. 

@ Amendment of the Hatch Act 
to provide greater opportunity for 
government employes to participate 
in the affairs of government. - 

@ Establishment of a 35-hour 
week in the government service. 

Other sections asked an annual 
salary review by Congress, sought 
a continuing employe-management 
study of automation problems, op- 
posed speedups and time study pro- 
grams in government agencies, and 
called for an expanded and im- 
proved postal service. 

Pension Changes Asked 

The convention also called for 
optional retirement with full annu- 
ity after 30 years of service and 
an increase in benefits for persons 
on the pension rolls. 

Also included was a call for 
legislation to require that blue collar 
workers “be paid on a weekly basis 
and receive their paychecks on the 
job site.” 


In a separate resolution, intro- 
duced by the Metal Trades Dept., 
the convention “vigorously ob- 
jected” to the switch in payment 
of Navy Dept. blue collar work- 
ers from a weekly to a biweekly 
basis. 


Delegates See Need 
Of Planning Agency 
_ Miami Beach—A national 
planning agency is needed to 
deal with the complex eco- 
nomic problems facing Amer- 
ica and the free world, the 
AFL-CIO convention has de- 
clared. 

Delegates here adopted a 
resolution urging the Kennedy 
Administration to seek crea- 
tion of such an agency. 

The primary task would be 
to carry through the goals of 
the employment act of 1946; 
it also would include a tech- 
nological clearing house to 
gather data on automation, 
atomic and solar energy and 
other developments, and study 
the interrelation of economic 
trends. 
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ILO Backed; 
NAM Scored : 
For Quitting 


Miami Beach — Continued at- 
tacks on the Intl. Labor Organiza- 
tion by “some short-sighted em- 
ployer interests” and the “misguided 
decision” of the National Associa- 
tion of Manufacturers to withdraw 
from participation in the worldwide 
agency were sharply condemned by 
the AFL-CIO convention. 

In a resolution warning that the 
ILO must not “flinch” from its 
responsibility of revealing violations 
of fundamental human rights, the 
convention also declared it should 
not be deflected “from its principal 
objective of improving the condi- 
tions of workers everywhere by 
either the self-serving propaganda 
of the Communist bloc or reaction- 
ary employer opposition.” 

“The ILO must be assured of 
sufficient funds to discharge its 
great mission of establishing and 
enchancing labor standards and 
securing social justice,” it conitin- 
ued. “The United States, by 
far the richest member country 
of the ILO, has a special respon- 
sibility in securing adequate fi- 
nancing.” 


The resolution recalled the more 
than 40 years of support the U.S. 
labor movement has given the ILO 
and pledged continued support “in 
recognition of the tremendous con- 
tribution it has made toward rais- 
ing the standards of workers, safe- 
guarding human rights and, in re- 
cent years, heiping the developing 
countries in their efforts to seek 
a better life.” 

It expressed regret at the recent 
resienation of David A. Morse as 
ILO director general, calling it a 
“great loss” not only to the organ- 
ization but to workers all over the 
world. % 

“The international trade union 
movement,” the resolution declared. 
“owes him a particular debt of 
gratitude for his unswerving devo- 
tion to the principle of tripartitism 
on which the ILO was founded.” 


FHA Probe Sought 
Of ‘Sweat Equity’ 


Miami ~ Beach—The Federal 
Housing Administration was urg- 
ently requested by the AFL-CIO 
convention to investigate so-called 
“sweat equity” practices in housing 
and to take what action the findings 
may indicate to protect the public 
interest, health and welfare. 

“Sweat equity” is the name given 
to the practice of selling unfinished 
houses under the guise of a saving 
to the buyer, who either finishes 
the dwelling himself or has a con- 
tractor of his choice do the job. 


‘Active’ Support 
Voted for ORIT 


Miami Beach — Active 
support of the AFL-CIO for 
the Inter-American region- 
al Organization of Workers 
1 (ORIT), the Western Hemi- 
sphere arm of the Intl. Con- 
federation of Free Trade 
Unions, was unanimously 
voted by the fourth biennial 
convention here. 

“We are in complete ac- 
cord with ORIT’s plans to 
step up organizational and 
educational activities, and 
with its support of the Al- 
liance for Progress program 
through active Participation 
in the promotion of social 
projects sponsored by its 
affiliated organizations,” the 
resolution said. 

It also praised ORIT’s 
cooperation with the inter- 
national trade secretariats 
which are active in Latin 
America. 


world peace and freedom.” 


@ Seek to establish permanent 
ing democratic plebiscites, 
@ Support establishment of 


UN Hailed by Parley; 
‘Troika’ Plan Denounced 


. Miami Beach—Soviet Russia seize! upon the death of Dag 
Hammarskjoid “as-a special opportunity for diversifying and step- 
ping up its maneuvers to decapitate and devitalize the United 
Nations,” the AFL-CIO convention charged. 

Its denunciation came in a resolution which characterized the 
USSR’s so-called “troika” plan for tie UN secretariat as a device 
which would “paralyze the UN as an instrument for promoting 


The convention reaffirmed its faith in the UN and the UN 
charter and urged the U.S. government to take the following steps 
to strengthen the worldwide organisation; 

® Continue to support Hammarskjold’s position on the preroga- 
tives of the secretary-general and to. reject. the “troika” scheme. 

_@ Insist that member states meet their charter and financial 
obligations and the other responsibilities of niembership. 

@ Seek establishment of a permanent Cogaislon on the Pres- 
ervation and Promotion of Human Rights. 


National Freedom to help “colonial and capitive peoples of Africa, 
Asia and Europe to achieve their national independence.” 


Soviet Aggression Hit: 


machinery in the UN for hold- 


a permanent Conianiaiion on 


African UnionLeaders 


Bring Thanks for Aid 


Miami Beach—Four African labor leaders, one of them doubling 
as a diplomat, brought greetings to the AFL-CIO convention from 


the trade union movements of their 
ican labor’s aid. 
Frederic F. Guirma, an official 


countries—and thanks for Amer- 


in the Building Trades Union of 


ambassador to the United Nations 
and the U.S. also brought greetings 
from Maurice Yameogo, president 
of Upper Volta and one of many 
African leaders with labor back- 
grounds. 

“Please do not be worried if it 
seems that the African labor move- 
ment is less classical than what you 
know,” he said. “Africa is a group 
of young countries. The people 
know that they must accept many 
sacrifices, and they are ready to 
accept them. We need only help 
and true friendship. It is important 
that we avoid the way which would 
lead to the loss of freedom.” 

Highlights of Algeria’s fight for 
freedom from France were given 
by Assistant Gen. Sec. Mohamed 
Chennaf of the Union of Alger- 
ian Workers. For seven years, he 
said, the people and workers of 
Algeria “have been struggling to 
free our country from the colo- 
nial yoke, to restore our sov- 
ereignty and to found a demo- 
cratic, social and republican 
state.” 

The “active friendship and assist- 
ance of the AFL-CIO and the peo- 
ple of the United States means a 
great deal to us Algerians,” he said. 
“Algerian workers are _ fully 
aware,” he said, “that political free- 
dom is a prerequisite for social and 
economic revolution, which in the 
final analysis is the only guarantee 
of progress.” 

Short addresses in French were 
made by Gen. Sec. Ben Azzedine 
of the General Union of Tunisian 
Workers and Mohamed Abder- 
razak, assistant general secretary of 
the Moroccan Union of Workers, 
after which AFL-CIO European 
Rep. Irving Brown translated into 
English greetings from their respec- 
tive organizations. 

Tunisian workers, Azzedine said, 
“are not prepared to forget what the 
AFL-CIO did to help in the libera- 
tion of our country.” He warned 
that for trade unionists in Africa, 
political independence is not an end 


Strike of 16,000 GM 
Workers Ends in Canada 


Toronto—The Auto Workers 
and General Motors of Canada 
reached agreement on a new three- 
year contract which ended a two- 
day strike of 16,000 hourly-rated 
employes. The agreement, sub- 
ject to worker ratification, provides 
wage. increases and improved pen- 
sion and welfare benefits in five 
plants—Toronto, Oshawa, Windsor, 


Upper Volta and that new nation’s?- 


in itself but rather a means to se- 
cure “prosperity, greater well-being 
and justice.” 
Abderrazak said that the labor 
movement in Morocco “will never 
forget the support they received 
from American workers during the 
dark days of French and Spanish 
colonialism.” In spite of diffi- 
culties, he added, Moroccan labor 
has helped improve living stand- 
ards, “and at the same time has re- 
sisted reactionary feudalism and 
worked for the re-establishment of 
democracy.” 


AFL-CIO Asks 
Disarmament 


With Controls 


Miami Beach — The AFL-CIO 
convention has appealed to all na- 
tions to renew with a sense of 
urgency their efforts “to achieve a 
system of disarmament with ade- 
quate controls and inspection” and 
devote the resources so released to 
“a massive effort” to raise living 
standards everywhere. 
“The survival of mankind makes 
imperative the achievement of ef- 
fective disarmament,” declared the 
resolution adopted by the dele- 
gates. 
The resolution said the recent 
Soviet tests demonstrate the gravity 
and imminent danger to mankind 
of the threat of nuclear armaments. 
The AFL-CIO said the “out- 
rageous, unprovoked, unilateral 
termination” of the test ban by 
the Soviet Union and that na- 
tion’s recent extensive nuclear 
testing in the atmosphere through 
high megaton explosions “has 
aroused the anger and the con- 
demnation of the entire world.” 
The resolution urged the freeing 
of the burdens of ‘armament costs 
on workers and factories so they 
can be turned “to stamping out 
hunger, poverty, ignorance and 
disease.” 
The conversion to full peacetime 
production in America can be met, 
the AFL-CIO said, by careful ad- 
vance planning. 
The convention commended Pres. 
Kennedy and his administration for 
the steps taken so far and welcomed 
the creation of the new disarma- 
ment agency to plan disarmament 
and conversion. 
The resolution supported with en- 
thusiasm the step-by-step program 
for effective disarmament which 
Pres. Kennedy “eloquently and 
forcefully” presented to the United 


St Catharines and London, Ont. 


Nations. 


Seen Key 


control over all Europe. 


Strong Free World 


to Safety 


Miami Beach—The AFL-CIO convention here voiced its convic- 
tion that a firm Allied position, supported by acceleration and expan- 
sion of military preparedness and economic and political unity, 
will foree a halt to Soviet Russia’s drive to extend Communist 


cies to open a “diplomatic counter- 
offensive” and demand from Mos- 
cow “the end of its aggressive acts, 
its breaches of agreement and vio- 
lations of human rights committed 
since the end of the war.” The 
allied powers are now in a position 
to negotiate with confidence, the 
resolution said. 

“In all negotiations,” it continued, 
“the democracies should rely on 
their own‘ strength—military,- eco- 
nomic, political and moral. This 
strength is enormous.and should be 
greatly increased.” 

The convention assailed Rus- 
sia for building the “illegal” wall 
between West and East Berlin, 
denounced Moscow for brow- 
beating Finland and forcing itself 
into the smaller nation’s presiden- 
tial election, and condemned it 
for attempting to create an atmos- 
phere of terror with its bomb 
tests. 

At any conference the western 
powers cannot consider as negoti- 
able, the resolution said, “their pres- 
ence in Berlin, freedom of access 
to Berlin for themselves and the 
Germans, the right of Berliners to 
their own way of life and form of 
government, and the continuation 
of the present economic, legal and 
political relations from West Berlin 
and the German Federal Republic.” 
In a companion resolution on 
Latin America, the convention 
hailed the passing of several dicta- 
torships and the gains made ‘by 
democracy and expressed ‘regret 
that, despite improvements, ‘op- 
pressive regimes still persist, as they 
do in Cuba, Haiti and. Paraguay.” 
“The Communist tyranny forced 
upon the Cuban people and main- 
tained through deceit, terror and 
Sino-Soviet subversion and subven- 
tion is the most dangerous to the 
peace and freedom of all the peo- 
ples of the new world,” the resolu- 
tion said. ae 


Commends Latin Labor 


It commended free labor in Latin 
America for its opposition to Castro 
in Cuba and its support of the 
forces that tumbled the Trujillo 
dictatorship in the Dominican 
Republic, and called on it to aid 
democratic forces in Nicaragua and 
Ecuador. It also called for strength- 
ening, through economic aid and 
political and diplomatic support, 
democratic regimes threatened by 
Communist tactics. 
The convention appealed to 
workers and peasants of the Middle 
East to bring pressure on their gov- 
ernments to settle their differences, 
particularly between the Arab na- 
tions and Israel, “on the basis of 
mutual recognition of their territor- 
ial integrity and national indepen- 
dence.” 
Support for the eslndbiiie of free- 
dom of navigation for all nations 
in the Suez Canal was reaffirmed. 
Delegates denounced as “repugnant 
to our principles” attempts by Arab 
countries to “create distinctions” 
between American citizens because 
of their race or religion in the mat- 
ter of passport visas or permission 
to do business. 
Concern was expressed over 


the “continuing humanitarian 
problem” of Arab refugees in the 
Middle East. 


The main task confronting Af- 
rican trade unions, said another 
resolution, is their strengthening as 
organizations “dedicated to the pro- 


ers’ interests and human rights.” 


and the struggle for freedom was 


The delegates urged the democra-® 


tection and promotion of the work- |. 


The tie between the trade unions | “ 


oppose “‘every domestic or foreign 

policy of their country which under- 

mines democracy, breeds dictator- 

ship or fosters the development of 

the new Soviet colonialism.” 

The convention urged the U.S... 
to support efforts to end the Alger- 

ian war by a French recognition of 

its independence; to denounce Por-: 
tuguese colonialism in Angola and - 
Mozambique; to reaffirm the boy- 

coit of South Africa because of its. 
“outrageous” policy of racial dis- , 
crimination. 4 
The delegates also urged support 

for union members and nationalists 

in their fight for self-determination 

in North and South Rhodesia and 

Nyassaland; to help African unions 

obtain fair labor standards and 

working conditions on development 
projects financed by outside govern- 
ments; and to cooperate with union- 
ists in building an All-African Trade 
Union Federation dedicated to free 
trade unionism. 


Strengthened 
ICFTU Cited 


In Resolution 


Miami Beach — The AFL-CIO 
reaffirmed its long-standing support. 
of the Intl. Confederation of Free 
Trade Unions in a resolution which, 
recalled that it had been “reorgan- 
ized and strengthened” since the. 
last AFL-CIO convention. 
Most of the big national affiliates, 
have agreed to increase their voluns 
tary contributions ‘to the Intl. Soli, 
darity Fund to help finance the 
development of trade unions in, 
countries where they are weak, a 


ARNE GENER 
President of the Intl. Confedera- 
tion of Free Trade Unions 


convention resolution pointed out 
here, noting that AFL-CIO Pres. 
George Meany has become chair- 
man of the committee which ad- 
ministers the fund. 

“The AFL-CIO reaffirms its 
vigorous and active support for 
the ICFTU,” the resolution add- 
ed, “and commends it for its 
efforts to extend free trade un- 
ionism throughout the world and 
pursuing its unceasing fight 
against all forms of totalitarian- 
ism.” 

Briefly discussing the resolution, 
Meany recalled that the AFL-CIO 


ships last year to the school for 


ionists being conducted in Israel 
by Histradrut, an ICFTU affiliate, 
and hopes to do the same in the 
coming year. 


organization which is attempting, 
where freedom still prevails, to 
build up a bulwark of free trade 


recognized and they were urged to 


unions against communism.” 


had made available 61  scholar-. 


young African and Asian trade un-. 


He praised the ICFTU as an. 
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Labor Asks Two-Way Trade Program 


Adjustment Aid Plan 
Proposed on Imports 


Miami Beach—The basic elements of a completely revised for- 
eign trade program, with new emphasis on expanding two-way 
trade while safeguarding U.S. jobs threatened with extinction by 
unusual imports, were approved by the AFL-CIO convention after 


an hour-long debate. 


Pointing out that the orginal 
Roosevelt reciprocal trade agree- 
ments program dates back to 1934, 
the resolution noted that despite 
amendments of this plan from time 
to time, “America now needs an 
international trade palicy geared to 
the vastly changed world of the 
60s.” The act-expires next year. 

“We need a new law and a new 
approach to the opportunities, prob- 
lems and challenges of international 
trade,” the resolution declared. 


provide maximum epportunity 
for expansion of trade and 
“measures for easing the im- 
pact of increased imports,” ac- 
tual or anticipated, resulting 


The AFL-CIO proposals would 
give the President broad authority 
to negotiate across-the-board tariff 
cuts to be applied over a period of 
years, discretionary authority to 
eliminate tariffs on low-duty items 
and to make non-reciprocal cuts, 
and the right to reserve “certain 
sensitive items in advance from in- 
clusion in such reductions.” 

The escape clause provisions of 
the present reciprocal-trade law 
would be modified so as to apply 
only to “escapes” from tariff cuts 
deemed damaging to an entire in- 
dustry. The “peril-point” concept 
of existing law would be abandoned 
and replaced by a clause requiring 
the President, when determining 
commodities to be covered by tar- 
iff negotiations, to “take account of 
injury that might be-.anticipated as 
a result of tariff reductions for 
such items.” 

The resolution also said the Pres- 
ident should have the authority to 
remedy such a situation by raising 
tariffs, cutting quotas or invoking 
adjustment assistance without time- 
consuming administrative processes 

Easing the Market 

The AFL-CIO proposals in addi- 
tion would enable the President to 
take needed action to ease market 
disruptions in which “appreciable 
influxes” of imports result, or 
threaten to result in “significant” 
loss of U.S. jobs and U.S. produc- 
tion. Multilateral international 
action was held out as a possibility. 

“Ia all phases of tariff and trade 
policy,” the proposal continued, 
“the U.S. government should seek 
to safeguard historic levels of pro- 
duction of significant domestic in- 
dustries. This would help assure 
that competitive imports in and of 
themselves would not depress U.S. 
production or employment below 
historical levels.” 

AFL-CIO Vice Pres. George M. 
Harrison, chairman of the resolu- 
tions committee, said that under 
this clause “imports would not be 
Permitted to the point where they 
Cause serious injury to any of our 
historic industries.” 

Other phases of the AFL-CIO 
program included: 

® No American industry should 
be subject to unfair competition 
Tesulting from the sale abroad of 
tfaw materials at less than the do- 
Mestic price. Raw cotton is now 
sold abroad at 8.5 cents a pound less 
than the domestic. price. 

@ Provision should be made 
for “effective assistance” to work- 
ers, firms and communities adverse- 
ly affected by imports. 

@ The government was urged to 
Pursue vigorously every possible 
Way of improving labor standards 


in international trade to protect 
U.S. workers against substandard 
competition from low-wage coun- 
tries, and to assure workers in other 
countries a share of the increased 
returns resulting from expanded 
trade. 

Floor debate produced no oppo- 
sition to the principle of broad- 
ened export-import trade policies. 
Some speakers suggested that the 
resolution did not go far enough in 
setting up safeguards to protect the 
“exportation” of jobs of American 
workers. 

Vice Pres. Enoch Rust of the 
Glass & Ceramic Workers asked 
that action be deferred until a com- 
mittee from unions affected by im- 
ports could study the resolution 
and make recommendations. His 
suggestion did not come to a vote. 


Pres. William Pollock of the 
Textile Workers Union of Amer- 
ica, the members of which have 
suffered seriously as a result of 
imports, said that if such a resolu- 
tion had been proposed at either 
a CIO or an AFL-CIO conven- 
tion in the past, Textile Workers 
“as a union would have regarded 
it as a victory.” 

“We support this resolution,” he 
said. “We think that the labor 
movement is going further in our 
direction than it has in the past 15 
years. We feel, as a result of this 
resolution, that we can call upon 
the various departments of the 
AFL-CIO to join with us in our 
presentations before Congress and 
before the Administration so that 
they will listen to our problems and 
see that we are not sacrificed in an 
effort to take care of the world 
situation.” 

AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany 
said the resolution sets forth “a 
very significant program for protec- 
tion of our people who are going 


*|to be hurt or who are being hurt.” 


All AFL-CIO departments will 
cooperate with the international 
unions, he added, to seek the neces- 
sary legislative safeguards. 

Other speakers on the resolution 
included Pres. George Burdon of 
the Rubber Workers; Pres. George 
Baldanzi of the United Textile 
Workers; Pres. E. L. Wheatley of 
the Operative Potters and Pres. 
George Fecteau of the United Shoe 
Workers. 

There were scattered votes in 
opposition when the convention 
approved the resolution. 


MORE THAN 115 OBSERVERS from other countries were visitors at the AFL-CIO convention in 
Miami Beach. Here is a group from Indonesia, present by invitation of federation. 


Acceptance of Strong Unions Seen 
Vital to Economic Development 


Miami Beach—Before there can be full-scale economic development in a democratic society, all 
employers—including American employers—must realize “the trade union movement has come to 
stay,” a top free world labor leader told the AFL-CIO convention. 

Arne Geijer, president of the 57-million-member Intl. Confederation of Free Trade Unions and 
head of Sweden’s labor movement, discussed the link between the aid required in the developing na- 


America and the need for economic 
stability in the advanced nations. 

“If we want to prove that democ- 
racy is superior to dictatorship as a 
social order,” Geijer said, “then we 
must solve the employment prob- 
Iem once and for all. 


“What the trade union move- 
ment considers we are justified in 
demanding of an industrially de- 
veloped nation with a democratic 
constitution is a job for all who 
are able and willing to work,” 
the ICFTU leader declared. 


This requires sound economic 
policies and these rest on labor- 
management cooperation, he added. 

“But the elementary basis for this 
kind of cooperation is a sense of 
respect on both sides,” Geijer said. 
“Thus the employers have to accept 
the trade unions as the representa- 
tives of the employes.” 

Geijer said he was aware many 
American employers oppose unions 
while complaining of what they call 
labor’s unwillingness to assume re- 
sponsibility for industrial develop- 
ment. 

Attacks by Employers 

“My personal experience tells 
me,” Geijer declared, “that the 
trade union movement cannot be 
expected to take on this responsi- 
bility if it is continually exposed to 
attacks from the employers.” 

Arturo Jauregui, general secre- 
tary of the [CFTU’s Inter-Ameri- 
can Regional Organization of Work- 


ers, announced to the delegates that 


115 Foreign 


CIO convention. 
Europe. 
civil servants. 


Venezuela. 


Britain. 


4th AFL-CIO Convention 


Miami Beach—Free trade union leaders from around the 
globe witnessed the debates and actions of the fourth AFL- 


There were some 115 union leaders and labor specialists 


Present were national officers and local union leaders rep- 
resenting coal miners, transport workers, steel workers and 


From Latin America, the guests represented Brazil, British 
Guiana, Costa Rica, Ecuador, El Salvador, Uruguay and 


From Africa, they came from Kenya, Tanganyika, Uganda, 
Nigeria, Somalia Republic and the Federation of Rhodesia. 

From Asia, they came from Ceylon, India, Indonesia, 
Japan, the Philippines, Maiaya, Burma and Vietnam. 

From Europe and the Middle East, they represented Fin- 
land, Sweden, Turkey, the United Arab Republic and Great 


Visitors View 


tions of Asia, Africa and Latin 


the workers of the troubled Domini- 
can Republic have organized into 
free unions and have sought affili- 
ation with ORIT. The Dominican 
group is the United Labor Front of 
Independent Unions. 

“After 32 years of the Trujillo 
dictatorship, which ORIT and the 
AFL-CIO have consistently op- 
posed, the workers of the Domini- 
can Republic have finally had the 
Opportunity to make a free choice 
and they have immediately come to 
us, the house of international free 
labor,” Jauregui said. 

Jauregui said ORIT has sought, 
against the opposition of totalitarian 
governments, hostile employers and 
ambitious politicians, three basic 
conditions: free unions and the 
right to organize; guarantees for 
bargaining; the right to strike. 

Jauregui said ORIT, in sup- 
porting Pres. Kennedy’s Alliance 
for Progress, expects it to meet 


the people’s aspirations for hous- 


ing, cooperatives, social welfare, 
public education, credit unions 
and strengthening of free unions. 


Geijer said the main work of the 
ICFTU in the developing nations 
is to aid in organizing unions and, 
through the Intl. Solidarity Fund, in 
combating an illiteracy rate of 80 
to 90 percent in Africa and Asia. 

Geijer described the work of 
ICFTU labor colleges in Calcutta, 
India, and Kampala, Uganda, for 
English-speaking East Africa. He 
said another college is to be created 
for French-speaking West Africa 
and that other colleges are needed 
in Asia and Latin America. 

Economic aid to the developing 
nations is “the great question of the 
day” facing the advanced nations, 
Geijer declared, asserting present 
needs require considerably more 
than the current support of $4 to 
$5 billion a year. He urged an in- 
crease in channeling of such aid 
through United Nations agencies. 


Long-Term Aid Plan 
Urged by Convention 


Miami Beach—The AFL-CIO convention renewed organized 
labor’s support of long-term, large-scale economic and technical 
assistance for underdeveloped countries and called for a shift from 


emphasis on scattered projects to 
development programs. 


the promotion of sound national 


The delegates were sharply crit- 
ical of the Republican-Southern 
Democrat coalition in the House 
for compromising Pres. Kennedy’s 
reguest for long-term borrowing 
authority and for cutting nearly 
$900 million from authorizations 
he had requested for fiscal 1962. 

“The inevitable result,” they said 
in a resolution, “will be to seriously 
hamper U.S. programs to help. the 
developing countries. Restrictions 
on our own efforts will make it 
more difficult for us to secure the 
needed cooperation of our free 
world partners in the common un- 
dertaking to promote economic 
growth in developing areas.” 


Program Proposed 

The convention urged these 
specific measures: 

@ Congressional delegation to 
the President of authority to borrow 
from the Treasury funds necessary 
to finance development loans, and 
the elimination of “wasteful, in- 
efficient” annual appropriations. 

@ Authorization and appropria- 
tion of “adequate funds” for for- 


eign aid by Congress, with the U.S. 


and other industrialized nations 
prepared to supply annually at 
least one percent of their gross 
national products. 


@ Emphasis on the human as- 
pects of economic and social devel- 
opment through such programs — 
as assistance for housing, medical 
care, vocational training, education, 
tax reform, land reform, coopera- 
tive undertakings and free trade 
unions, 


@ The development by the new 
Agency for Intl. Development 
(AID) of criteria for assistance to 
less developed countries that re- 
quire a maximum amount of self- 
help. 


@ An attempt to increase the 
role of western European countries 
and Japan in world economic de- 
velopment programs now that their 
own economies are strong. 


@ Encouragement of private 
investment in less developed coun- 
tries by revocation of the special 
tax privileges encouraging U.S. 
corporations to invest in indus- 
trial countries. 
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Progressives Sought in Congress: 


Labor Told to Start Work Now 
To Elect Liberals in ’62 Voting 


Miami Beach—Calling for a reversal of the historic off-year clection trend against the party in 
power, the AFL-CIO urged all members to “start to work today” -to help elect additional liberal 
senators and representatives in the 1962 voting. 


A resolution adopted by the federation’s fourth constitutional convention said despite the suc- 
cess of registration and get-out-the vote drives conducted by the AFL-ClO Committee on Political 
Education in the 1961 campaign, 
“there is no room for complacency 
in a realistic appraisal of the 1962 
congressional elections.” 

“Off-year voter apathy must be) Gives, : AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany 
overcome,” the convention . de- @ Called on all national and in-|hailed the resolution as pointing 
clared. _ {ternational unions to designate one|the way “in which every local un- 

It reaffirmed the AFL-CIO’s|.. more staff members to work to-|ion can make its contribution to- 
dedication “to the principle of non-| 1:4 the full participation of local|ward getting out the vote of our 
partisan political education as | inions in the COPE program. own membership, and our friends 
necessary ingredient of a ye @ Urged each local union io|Who live and work in the industrial 
= pay oR geet shat Ps form an active COPE committee. |@teas of our larger cities. 
aspirations of America’s working the responsibility for distributing “This is a very important vote,” 
nen ond womke.” the voting’ records of congressmen. | Meany observed, “We found in 

sek: @ Urged acceptance of the mod-} 1960 that this effort can be success- 

The resolution: est COPE quota of each affiliated| ful, that we can increase the num- 

@ Charged each local union and| national and international union as|ber of those coming to the voting 
central body with the obligation of|*a definite obligation” and the|places on Election Day and that 
insuring that all members andj designation of the month of May|we can in a good many places be 
adults in their families are regis-|for the voluntary COPE Doliar|the determining factor in margi- 
tered voters. Drive. nal districts between the election 

@ Charged every national and| @ Urged establishment at the | of a candidate unfriendly to us and 
international union with the respon-| state level of active operating com-|a candidate who is sympathetic to 

the things that we are for.” 


A companion resolution lauded 


Legion Head Condemns the work of COPE’s Women’s Ac- 


tivities Dept., urged its expansion 


d Th E t e t “as rapidly as possible,” and called 
R on state and local central bodies to 
e reat, xX rem1s S strengthen their political effort by 

Miami Beach—Americans must exercise their traditional liberties gi pons Magli asda wie 
and respect the equal rights of fellow citizens, American Legion Na- AFL-CIO members accept their re- 
tional Commander Charles L. Bacon told the AFL-CIO convention 


“h A sponsibility “as Americans and as 
in lashing out at political extremists. trade unionists to participate fully 


“We must never fail to speak up for America nor fear to speak |in the political life of the nation.” 
out against those who stand against‘ “There is no piece of legisla- 
her,” Bacon declared, “At the same tion passed by the Congress, no 
time we must remember during administrative decision made by 


these sensitive days that irresponsi- , 
bility of action or of word does a a government agency which does 
not bear in some way on the 


great disservice to the country we 
love.” lives and fortunes of trade union 
Bacon told the delegates that the members,” the resolution said. 
Legion and the labor movement es- “There is no real question of 
whether trade unions should con- 


sentially are dedicated to the same 
jcern themselves with politics. We 


goals. 

“The American Legion be- cannot in good conscience avoid 
lieves,” he said, “that above all concern with the fate of our coun- 
our country owes each citizen an try oy ed pi Bi are con- 
opportunity to make his way in cerned with our children’s educa- 

ere 7 A | tion, with the decent treatment of 


life. We believe that liberty | : ea te 
means freedom for the individual our old people, with civil rights 
for all citizens, with the protection 


to achieve his personal destiny of our union contracts, with the 
within the framework of an or- wise management of natural re- 
dered society and with = “a sources, with the ability of the 
gard to the equal rights o — , farmer to earn a fair price for his 
fellow citizens.” _CHARLES L. BACON crop, with the ees of a 
Spillicie ‘suk “tank it Setatead National i pcr ia American aqpea! in iy business can flour- 
interest,” Bacon said labor and the 8 i iain had i 
Legion “are intensely interested” in : We are concerned with these 
adequate health, education and wel- things because they are all building 
fare programs “to the end that the blocks in the structure of our coun- 
greatest opportunity shall be avail-| tent and misfortune among the 1 80 4 ey 4 ares conned a 
able to the maximum number of our | world’s people.” Breage Ot. f at styacture. 
people and that those among us who| These conditions of tension can|_, /h¢ convention cited the efforts 
are less fortunate and who are un-| be expected to continue and Amer- of labor’s enemies to enact restric- 
able to take care of their needs shall} jca’s children must be adequately =e labor laws and defeat progres 
receive proper care.” prepared to carry on, he declared. |*'Y° social legislation through 
. On the international scene, Bacon | The Legion will have in operation heavily-financed campaigns, 
“ by the end of 1962 a community Hits ‘Cynical Coalition’ 
More Consumer — program to — eyes It condemned the “cynical coali- 
> “that communism is evil” and “why|tion” which it said exists i - 
Counseling Urged and how it is evil,” he said. ' gress on the “ungrincipleatadiad 
Bacon paid tribute to labor’s fight |of votes against the rights of less 
against Communist infiltration of] privileged Americans, for votes 
unions and said this is the Legion’s| against the legitimate and consti- 
message to labor: tutional rights of Americans of 
“We stand in opposition to any| minority races.” 
who are not prepared to risk all} This coalition, the resolution 
! . to preserve what we have. We op-|charged, is strengthened b - 
central bodies bring the benefits of | pose them whether they are bo Seamene laws that “betray the Gl 
the program to their members. tivated by cowardice—such as those |ciple of equal representation” and 
AFL-CIO-CSA developed the | who mouth the hateful phrase “bet-|by “restrictive registration proce- 
program in cooperation with the| ter red than dead”—or whether they|dures which deny the principle of 
Union Label & Service Trades Dept.| are governed by that materialistic] universal suffrage.” 
It includes information courses,| philosophy which believes in noth-| “We believe, without qualifica- 
conferences dealing with specific| ing, stands for nothing and will de-|tion, that Americans can be trusted 
consumer needs, and consumer] fend nothing. ... to exercise their franchise wisely,” 
—_ held - —_ headquarters| “We witl support our government|the convention declared. “We take 
y experts qualified to give guidance jin its determination to resist the|it to be one of our major aims to “ i ‘ 
on the problems union members| threats of the Communist empire. |encourage and assist fi members, FRANK B. ELLIS ceios ala na 
meet in getting full value for the|If necessary, we will go to war|their families and their neighbors} Director, Office of Emergency | degree as to comprise a crazy quilt 
money they spend. again as we did in the past.” to register and vote.” ~ Planning of safety requirements.” 


sibility for insuring that its local|mittees patterned after the national 
unions make their membership lists|COPE operating committee, with 
available to COPE for processing | frequent meetings to implement po- 
in registration and get-out-the vote | litical policies and programs. 


AFL-CIO PRES. GEORGE MEANY makes keynote address at 
federation’s fourth constitutional convention, emphasizing labor’s 


program for security and future of the nation and for the defense 
of freedom everywhere. 


Union Role Held Key 1 
In Defense Planning — 


Miami Beach—Labor’s participation in emergency planning will 
be upgraded “‘so as to make full use of this vital manpower resource,” 
Frank B. Ellis, director of the Office of Emergency Planning, told 
the AFL-CIO convention here. 

Ellis recalled that the AFL-CIO has “vigorously endorsed” plane 
ning and programming for emer-® 
gencies. He also paid tribute to| He promised that food and medi- 
local unions that have cooperated | cine will be available; community 
in research experiments, singling| @nd industrial activity will go on; 
out for particular praise locals in| transportation can be protected, and 
Kalamazoo, Mich.; Allentown, Pa.;| “we Can restore and rehabilitate oug 
and Tallahassee, Fla. free society under a system of afs 

“Nobody appreciates better than| firmative planning now under way.” 
I do,” he said, “that a well-organ-|He assured the delegates that 
ized labor force would be vital to} “every thread which makes up the 
a recovery action following nuclear | fabric of our society” will be “pro 
attack. Nobody appreciates better | tected and preserved.” , 


than I that skilled manpower will] “We must know that individual 


determine how fast and how effec-} Americans have the foreknowledge 
tively we cope as a nation with-the : ; ail 


manifold tasks of emergency plan-| 19-91-21 ’ 
ning.” ial 

Since Pres. Kennedy took of- ; 
fice, he said, he has undertaken UNIVERSSTY OE WYOMING 


to revitalize the entire emergency LARAMIE WYO 
SUB 


program. One phase has been the 
shift to the Defense Dept. of the 
shelter program, the warning sys- 
tem and the radiological defense 
program. 
The Defense Dept., he said, is 
undertaking to mark available shel- 
ter space and stock it with five-day 


ncn of food, medical supplies and to take care of themselves and their 


a ays families during the critical hours 
Peddlers of pessimism contend}. : ; i 
that shelter is < to “living like immediately following an attack. 
a mole,” he said. “They forget that While ries ond planning is COM 
shelter is basic to defense; it was corned with the possibility of wag 
called ‘trenches’ in World War I| OUF mission is peace, he empht 
and ‘fox-holes’ in World War II. sized. A F 

“I am no Cassandra sounding a Emergency planning is = = 
message of doom, but does it not perent ement vs afronigt > 
make good sense to use the same oT social ana mare) th cha 
techniques when the battle lines acter,” snd me ard nature @ 
may well be located on our front anndher gros deterring weapem 
towns?” he said, asking the delegates to 

If people must use shelters, Ellis Ck of & - not only in terms 
said, “they have a right to know the yay - were ” bient, bes 
that the world to which they emerge ake ag the pesitive ght of i 
shall be livable.” contribution to the struggle for 

peace.” 

“Our task as a nation is neithef 
to provoke nor appease, but 
cling tenaciously to the prayerful 
conviction that mankind must not 
be plunged into an atomic abyss. — 

It must be founded on diligent 
preparations, sustained efforts, and 
calm appraisal of every possibility, 
including the extreme possibility of 
nuclear war,” he said, 
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said, the recurrent crises of the past 
decade show that “communism 
thrives on a diet of unrest, discon- 


Miami Beach—Expansion of the 
consumer counselling of AFL-CIO 
Community Service Activities was 
urged in a convention resolution 
which recommended that all inter- 
national unions and state and local 


Uniform Safety 
Standards Asked 


Miami Beach—Uniform _ staté 
and federal standards of occup# 
tional safety will be sought by the 
#| AFL-CIO under a resolution adop 
ted by its fourth constitutional 
convention. 
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